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SECTION 1: NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
" Eﬂﬁl{ﬁﬂﬁf Office of Comprehensive Student Services (OCSS

Education

SPECIAL EDUCATION, INDIAN EDUCATION, GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION (GATE)

Date: 5/12/2025

Name: Cate Guzy, Asst. Director / State Early Childhood Special Education Coordinator

Email: Catherine.Guzy@doe.nv.gov

Summary:

o The Office of Inclusive Education (OIE) has gone through a name change to the Office of Comprehensive Student
Services (OCSS). The name change better reflects the work that is done in the office. OCSS oversees the Special
Education programs, Indian Education Programs and the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) Programs for the
Department of Education.

e Our Early Childhood Special Education programs are working on completing the Early Childhood Outcomes scores for
the 24-25 school years. The results of these outcomes will be reported to OSEP in the SPP/APR.

NDE: Office of Early Learning & Development (OELD)

DIRECTOR: Patti Oya Email: poya@doe.nv.gov
"f
J:;mt QUALITY RATING IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM (QRIS)
Sivar Stata Stans
QRIS

Date: 5/12/2025
Name: Sara Kharrat, QRIS Administrator Email: sara.kharrat@doe.nv.gov
Name: Meghan McQuillan, Education & Information Officer Email: meghan.mcquillan@doe.nv.gov

Summary:

The QRIS team presented a session at the NevAEYC conference to introduce the transition from QRIS to QIS and gather
feedback from providers. We also shared information about the QRIS advisory committee, which we are currently
forming to support the development of QRIS. The first meeting is Thursday, June 5th from 12:30-2:00pm.

Click on the document title for more details: QIS Work Advisory Committee. The first meeting is Thursday, June 5th
from 12:30-2:00pm. We started the planning process for transitioning QRIS away from star ratings by 2027, focusing on
continuous quality improvement support for providers. This is still in the planning phase, and we will continue involving
partners and providers as we move forward.

REMINDER: The QRIS dashboard is accessible without an account or log in. Save the link to access updated QRIS
information and download reports. Use the CTRL button to filter specific categories on the Dashboard, such as Nevada
Ready or Head Start programs.

Click to access: QRIS DASHBOARD

\This dashboard was made possible by the Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B-5) Renewal, Grant Number 90TP099, from the Office of Child Care, Administration for
Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, awarded to the Nevada Department of Education Office of Early Learning and Development. Its contents are solely the
responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. Visit
https://bit.ly/nevadaPDGB-5 or contact Rachel Stepina at rachel.stepina@doe.nv.gov
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PRESCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GRANT, BIRTH-5 (PDG B-5) re

Date: 5/12/2025
Name: Rachel Stepina, PDG B-5 Grant Manager Email: rachel.stepina@doe.nv.gov
Name: Kate Pflughoeft, Associate Grant Manager Email: kate.pflughoeft@doe.nv.gov

Overall PDG B-5 Nevada Renewal Highlights
Preschool Exploration Essential Packs — As families prepare for Pre-K, they often wonder what skills their children need.
To support this, the Nevada Preschool Development Grant Birth Through Five (PDG B-5) and NevAEYC are offering free
Preschool Exploration Essential kits. These kits include fun activities and helpful resources to support early learning and
family engagement.
If your child is 3 years old, please complete the interest form, by clicking HERE

Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council
Name: Sabrina Jones, ECAC Systems Specialist Email: sabrina.jones@doe.nv.gov
Name: Brandi Hearst, ECAC Administrative Coordinator Email: brandi.hearst@doe.nv.gov

Summary:
¢ In negotiations with Children’s Equity Project to establish a contract for the ECAC Strategic Plan.
e Continued Supporting the Early Childhood Advisory Council and Subcommittee meetings utilizing our
ECAC Systems Specialist and ECAC Administrative Coordinator
Meetings:
e General ECAC and our Subcommittees meet monthly, with 2 groups meeting every other month.
o General ECAC Meeting schedule, materials and information click HERE
e Subcommittee Schedules, Meeting Materials and information, click HERE
o New Member Orientation: New members, Parents of young children and community members are encouraged to
attend. To register for orientation, go online at: NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION REGISTRATION
Council Vacant Seats:
o |f you or someone you know is interested in applying for ECAC Member Seat, contact us!
e For ECAC Membership, Apply HERE
e See what ECAC Seats are open- click HERE
ECAC Subcommittees:
Join our Subcommittee meetings as a member of the public or officially participate and become a member! Our
Subcommittees are always accepting NEW members!
Visit our Subcommittee webpage HERE .
Find a Subcommittee you are interested in? Apply online HERE

Early Childhood Family Engagement in the B-5 System:
Name: Nayesdi Badillo, Early Childhood Family Engagement Specialist
Email: nayesdi.badillo@doe.nv.gov
Summary:
The Family and Community Engagement Mentorship & Networking (FEMN) Program is currently accepting applications.
Continued....
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Early Childhood Family Engagement in the B-5 continued...

By joining the network, you can learn and share about the successes and failures of other small programs, essentially
becoming mentors for other programs.

Please visit our YouTube channel to watch the recorded session and visit our program resource folder for application
materials. Thank you for your support in strengthening family engagement across Nevada!

Early Childhood Workforce

Name: Jamie Mendez, Early Childhood Workforce Specialist

Email: jamie.mendez@doe.nv.gov

Summary:

Early Care and Education Workforce Wellness Stipends Now Available!

o Attention All QRIS participating providers! We are excited to announce ECE Workforce Wellness Stipends are now
available. The Wellness Stipends consist of forty stipends of $5,000 available to Nevada’s Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) programs participating in the state’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) and that have
developed a Wellness Plan for their staff. Wellness Plans will be available as part of the Stipend application.

e Providers from the state’s mixed-delivery system will receive funding and support to implement strategies from the
newly developed ECE Workforce Wellness Guidebook, aimed at promoting staff mental health and well-being.

Apply today using this link: WORKFORCE WELLNESS STIPEND APPLICATION
Applications accepted until 11:59pm on Tuesday June 3, 2025.

Family and Early Childhood Workforce Engagement Incentives. Now Available!

e Are you planning an event or activity that involves Nevada families with children aged 0-8 and/or members of Nevada’s
early childhood workforce to share their experiences and perspectives? If so, you can now request incentive support for
your engagement opportunity!

e Use this link to submit your incentives request: INCENTIVES REQUEST FORM

If you have questions or need assistance with requesting incentives, please contact:

Family Engagement Incentives: Nayesdi Badillo, PDG B-5 Family Engagement Specialist, Nayesdi.badillo@doe.nv.gov
Workforce Engagement Incentives: Jamie Mendez, PDG B-5 Early Childhood Workforce Specialist, jamie.mendez@doe.nv.gov

Birth - 3rd Grade
Name: Dana Preece, Birth - 3rd Grade Specialist
Email: dana.preece@doe.nv.gov

Summary:

e P-3 Leadership Academy is starting Cohort 5.

e The P-3 Leadership Summer Retreat will be in Lake Tahoe July 22-24, 2025. The retreat will build leadership capacity
and engage in components of Playful Learning.

e The B-3 Toolkit is moving forward.

This work was made possible by the Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B-5) Renewal, Grant Number 90TP099, from the Office of
Child Care, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, awarded to the Nevada Department of Education
Office of Early Learning and Development. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily re present the official view of the
United States Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. See https://bit.ly/nevadaPDGB-5 for details or contact
Rachel Stepina at rachel.stepina@doe.nv.gov.
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SECTION 2: NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (DHHS)
DIVISION OF WELFARE AND SUPPORTIVE SERVICES (DWSS)

DHHS/DWSS: CHILD CARE LICENSING
Date: 5/21/25
Name: Edith Farmer
Email: efarmer@dwss.nv.gov

Summary:

Our N. NV office in Carson City is moving the last week of May.
New address for N. Nevada Child Care Licensing:

1470 E. College Parkway,

Carson City NV 89706

e Child Care Licensing has recently had some promotions:

o Latisha Brown was promoted to Social Services Chief 2

o Edith Farmer was promoted to Program Manager.
e We recently completed interviews to fill the Northern office Supervisor position and are waiting to complete that
process with HR, hopefully having a new supervisor in place in early June. With Edith Farmer promoting, there will be an
opening for a supervisor in the Southern office, so if anyone is interested, please keep your eye out for that position to
be posted.
e Currently, there are a total of 646 licensed child care facilities in the state of Nevada. Of those licensed, there are:

o 448 Centers

o 89 Family Cares

o 76 Group Cares

0 23 Accommodations

o 8 Extended Accommodations

o 1 Institution

o 1 Special Needs

DHHS/DWSS: INFANT AND EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH (IECMH)

Date: 5/12/2025
Name: Rhonda Lawrence
Email: rlawrence@dcfs.nv.gov

Summary:

¢ Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Services at Southern Nevada

Child/Adolescent Services in Clark County, and Northern Nevada Child/Adolescent Services in Reno continues to provide
dyadic parent/caregiver - child psychotherapy for children birth to 7-8 years old.

While there are several other clinics with clinicians who provide infant/early childhood mental health services in Nevada,
the Division of Child and Family Services is the only agency with staffing solely devoted to the provision of infant/early
childhood mental health services utilizing an evidence-based model - Child Parent Psychotherapy.

e Although other community-based mental health agencies have clinical personnel who may be trained in Child Parent
Psychotherapy or Parent Child Interaction Therapy - the Nevada Division of Child and Family Services provide the only
clinics devoted to infant and early childhood mental health services. Continued....
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IECMH Continued....

e The Nevada Division of Child and Family Services currently has 17 State positions devoted to infant/early childhood
mental health services (10 at Southern NV Child/Adolescent Services in 3 community clinics; and 7 at Northern NV
Child/Adolescent Services at the Reno clinic location).

e There is a great need in Nevada for more community-based mental health clinics focused specifically on infant/early
childhood mental health - as a "secondary prevention" service. Clinics that are able to establish a base of experienced
clinical reflective supervisors are better able to implement and sustain training in evidence-based practices (Child Parent
Psychotherapy and/or Parent Child Interaction Therapy) thus ensuring families have the best chance at ameliorating a
child's future mental health issues.

SECTION 3: NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (DHHS)

DIVISION OF PUBLIC BEHAVIOR AND HEALTH (DPBH)

NEVADA
'c DHHS/DPBH: WOMEN, INFANTS & CHILDREN PROGRAM (WIC)

Date: 5/12/2025

Name: Bianca Ayala, WIC Program Manager
Email: BiancaAyala@health.nv.gov
Summary:

Nevada WIC has been working with the Regional Transportation Office (RTC) in Clark County to offer discounted rates to
WIC families. This will be launched at the end of May and early June.

SECTION 4: NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

NEVADA STATE LIBRARY, ARCHIVES, AND PUBLIC RECORDS

Date: 5/02/2025

Name: Darby Porter, Youth Services Consultant

Email: dporter@admin.nv.gov

Summary:

As an introduction to the NV State Library Youth Services, we provide supports to library staff who serve children, teens,
and families in public, school, and tribal libraries across Nevada. They supply all the summer reading materials to the
public libraries, make connections and help the libraries obtain early literacy materials/information. Currently- working
on creating a bag to give to first time mothers with a couple of board books, a manipulative, and resources for mommy
along with encouraging the moms to come to the library and get their babies their “first library card.”

Upcoming Events:
May 27, 2025 Let's Talk Youth Services 2:00pm - 2:30pm
June 24, 2025 Let's Talk Youth Services 2:00pm - 2:30pm
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SECTION 5: NEVADA ECAC EARLY CHILDHOOD PARTNERS

THE CHILDREN'S CABINET (TCC) HRSA, EARLY CHILDHOOD COMPREHENSIVE
SYSTEMS(ECCS) HEALTH INTEGRATION

. The
c;@) Children’s
"t/ Cabinet
Updated: 5/12/2025
Name: Tiffany Olivas, Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Manager 2
Email: tolivas@childrenscabinet.org

Summary:

e Year 4 Progress Report was completed and submitted to the Heath Resources and Services Administration in April.
Several key accomplishments were highlighted, including The EC Fiscal Map and Gap Analysis, CIRS Executive
Summary, First 5 Nevada Leadership Academy, the EC Data Playbook, and more!

e The First 5 Nevada Early Childhood Screening events in Las Vegas was a success. Around 150 screenings were
conducted, more details and specifics to follow. Beginning planning of similar EC Screening Event in Washoe County for
late summer.

o The second cohort of the First 5 Nevada Leadership Academy is open for applications. If you are interested, please
complete an interesting survey: First 5 Nevada Leadership Academy - First 5 Nevada

o The final Fiscal Mapping Project report is complete. Currently creating dissemination plan, already scheduled for
review during the Nevada ECAC MAY Systems Alignment Subcommittee meeting.

e The Coordinated Intake and Referral System (CIRS) workgroup has finalized an Executive Summary with key
recommendations. Dissemination plan is currently ongoing.

e The next ECCS Leadership Team meeting is scheduled for June 2, 2025. If you are interested in joining, please contact
Tiffany Olivas, tolivas@childrenscabinet.org.

e Please note that First 5 Nevada Family Leadership Council updates are submitted separately.

ECCS: FIRST 5 NEVADA FAMILY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
. The
g@) Children’s
=t/ Cabinet

Date: March 2025

Name: Ashley Dines, Parent Leadership Coordinator Email: adines@childrenscabinet.org
Name: Anna Villatoro, ECCS Parent Leadership Email: AVillatoro@childrenscabinet.org
Summary:

e We have scheduled orientations for new families and recruitment efforts through Head Start visits, Source Academy,

and general outreach for First 5 Nevada in collaboration with family leaders.

e Exciting news! Adriana will proudly represent her family and Nevada at Zero to Three’s Strolling Thunder event.

https://www.thinkbabies.org/strollingthunder/

e For the May Parent Spotlight, we are highlighting Angela, an incredible parent leader from Northern Nevada.
Empowering Parents, read her story here: Article About Angela's Journey

o Additionally, we are officially moving forward with planning the Elko Parent Summit, bringing together parents and
partners to foster meaningful discussions and connections in rural communities.

e In honor of Black Maternal Health Week, Ashley attended The Phenomenal Mamas’ Black Mama Brunch, representing
our ongoing commitment to supporting Black maternal health initiatives.
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NEVADA CHILD CARE PROVIDER COMMITTEE (CCPAC)

Date: 5.21.25

Name: Lela Gonzales Email: LArney@childrenscabinet.org

Name: Carrie Paldi Email: cpaldi@learningcaregroup.com

Summary: Verbal Update given at General ECAC Meeting:

e Wrapping up a contract with Children's Advocacy Alliance to report describing some of the policy
recommendations and steps forward, based on outcomes at the legislative session

e 2 meetings, First one in June: 17th in Las Vegas at the Child Care Services Center, in the evening, and | have flyers
that I'm sending out tomorrow, and then also we'll have a Reno meeting, July 22, located at Child Care Services
Center. Inviting stakeholders, child care providers, home based and center based .

NEVADA ASSOCIATION FOR INFANT & EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH (NV AIECMH)

Date: 5/12/2025 "ri'u

Name: Jacquelyn Kleinedler 1“\

Email: JKleinedler@nvaiecmh.org

Summary: nv :

The Association has launched our new Training Calendar that is now live on our website. Training i sl ek,

is FREE for members and affordably priced for nonmembers. We are seeking Board candidates. If
you, or someone you know, is interested, please email Jacquelyn at jkleinedler@nvaiecmh.org

THE STRONG START PRENATAL TO THREE (PN-3) COALITION, THE PRITZKER CHILDREN’S
INITIATIVE (PCl), CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY ALLIANCE (CAA)

-){
Date: 5/12/2025 f*
Name: Dr. Jamelle Nance, Early Childhood Policy Director Children’s
Email: jamelle.nance@caanv.org f\d"-'HC?FEE'

Summary:

Children’s Advocacy Alliance (CAA) continues to work collaboratively to keep partners up to date and engaged in the
2025 legislative session. With less than 30 days left, it is more important now than ever that we continue to inform
legislators on the importance of a sustainable early childhood system in Nevada. Interested Advocates are encouraged to
support AB185 by connecting with your local legislator around family childcare in HOA communities.

August 14" CAA is hosting our Kids Count Data Breakfast at 8:30 am at Whitley Peak in Reno.

Register if you would like to attend: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2025-kids-count-data-book-breakfast

o For sponsorships, contact Dr. Tara Raines at (904) 382-8020 or tara.raines@caanv.org with any questions

Parent Voice: The Children’s Advocacy Alliance (CAA) continues to host its monthly Child Advocacy Ambassadors
training on the last Wednesday of each month at 6:00 PM. The 2025 cohort is actively engaged in the Legislative session,
ensuring that parent perspectives remain central to policymaking. Advocates participated in Children’s Week at the
Nevada Legislature and will continue seeking opportunities to advance family-centered advocacy beyond the cohort’s
duration. We extend our sincere appreciation to the PDG-B5 team for their generous support in providing participant
incentives, as well as interpretation and translation services.
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The Strong Start Prenatal to Three (PN-3) Coalition remains committed to fostering collaboration among partners on
early childhood policy through its quarterly meetings. The next meeting will take place on May 29th at 9:00 AM,
featuring legislative session updates and a presentation from the Prenatal to Three Policy Impact Center Nevada State
Team.

As the coalition continues its efforts to expand outreach, it remains focused on engaging parents and community-based
organizations serving marginalized communities. If you are interested in participating or have relevant information to
contribute in support of the coalition’s mission, please contact Jamelle Nance.

The Pritzker Children’s Initiative (PCl), the primary funder of the Strong Start Prenatal to Three (PN-3) Coalition, has
extended an opportunity for the Children’s Advocacy Alliance (CAA) to participate in a competitive implementation grant
application process. To support this effort, the Strong Start Leadership Team has played a critical role in shaping goals
and objectives that will guide future initiatives.

The planning process has been a collaborative effort, engaging the Strong Start Leadership Team, community partners,
and parents to ensure that all objectives align with Nevada’s early childhood systems initiatives and reflect the needs and
priorities of families. PCl underscores an equity-centered approach, emphasizing the vital role of family and parent
leadership in decision-making.

Schoolhouse Connection will continue its partnership with PCI to strengthen efforts in identifying young children
experiencing homelessness and ensuring families have access to high-quality early childhood resources.

A Day Without Child Care: On May 12, CAA in partnership, hosted “A Day Without Child Care” webinar to raise
awareness around the importance of investing in quality child care for all children in Nevada. This event was done in
coalition with local and National partners, including Community Change Action

SECTION 6: NEVADA LOCAL ECACs

% Early Childhood CARSON / DOUGLAS ECAC
D Advisory Council

Date: 5/12/2025
Name: Tiffany Olivas, Chair

Email: tolivas@childrenscabinet.org

Summary:

o Submitted proposal to Nevada ECAC for Local ECAC Supports for activities to support our local families and early
childhood workforce.

e CD ECAC meets bi-monthly, unless needed.

ELKO / NORTHEASTERN NEVADA ECAC
Date: 5/12/2025
Name: Kelly Melendez, Chair Email: Kmelendez@ecsdnv.net
Name: Sarah Carone, Elko ECAC Statewide Representative ~ Email: SCarone@childrenscabinet.org
Summary:

We received the ECAC Supports we applied for and are currently making plans to utilize these funds for future
events/activities.
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SOUTHERN NEVADA ECAC (SNECAC)
Date: 5.20.2025
Name: Dr. Amanda Haboush-Deloye, Organizer Email: amanda.haboush@unlv.edu
Name: Smriti Neupane Email: smriti.neupane@unlv.edu

Summary:

SNECAC has not met since the last ECAC meeting, we will be meeting on May 21,2025. Our main activity was Children's
Week at the Legislature the second week of March.

Please see our website for a summary of the event and pictures: CHILDREN’S WEEK 2025

Approximately 32 family members took the bus from Las Vegas to Carson City to learn about the legislative process and
to have the opportunity to speak with policy makers.

SNECAC will be planning a local Children's Day at City Hall as well as Step Up for Kids at our next meet.

Finally, we will be advertising for the next youth mayor soon.

Check here for updates: STEP UP FOR KIDS 2025.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL:

Opportunities for All - Share and Explore:

The Nevada Association for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health is now accepting applications for new
-1“- Board Members. If you or someone you know values early relational health and would like to work with us to
promote understanding and practices that support young children, families, and other service providers. Come
nv 111 join us by sending an email to Jacquelyn: jkleinedler@nvaiecmh.org

ceron ar v
hood Manial Hem® . ppeaeeesee

The Child Care Provider Action Committee (CCPAC) and Children's Advocacy Alliance (CAA)are excited to partner on a
critical initiative: Identifying key barriers in the child care education sector and developing an actionable plan for policy
change. We invite you to join this vital conversation and share your insights.
Your participation is crucial as CAA develops a comprehensive report outlining legislative results, implications for
providers, and recommendations for the interim period between legislative sessions. This report will also highlight
partnership opportunities facilitated by the CCPAC.
We're inviting Child Care Educators and anyone invested in the success and sustainability of Child Care programming in
Nevada. Please share this invitation with your networks and listservs:

Space is limited! Please RSVP soon to secure your spot!
Las Vegas: Nevada Legislative Update and Provider Roundtable Tickets, Tue, Jun 17, 2025 at 6:00 PM | Eventbrite
Reno: Nevada Legislative Update and Provider Roundtable Tickets, Tue, Jul 22, 2025 at 6:00 PM | Eventbrite
As a thank you for your collaboration, child care providers who attend will receive a $50 Amazon or Walmart gift card!
The Children's Cabinet has already shared this on social media. Please help us spread the word by sharing their
post: Facebook Invitation

The 8th Annual Early Childhood Research Symposium will be held in-person and will take place:
e Wednesday, June 25th, Las Vegas, 10am-4pm
e Light refreshments and lunch provided. The specific location and the agenda will be available soon.
Limited travel funds are available for those flying in from outside of Las Vegas. They will be distributed on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Register here: Early Childhood Research Symposium 2025 Registration
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SECTION 8: NEVADA ECAC PARTNERS NOT LISTED

Below are the Nevada ECAC Partners who were not able to give an update for the May edition of the Nevada ECAC
Partner Summary Report. We appreciate their partnership and look forward to hearing about their accomplishments

and planned activities in July 2025.

NDE: NEVADA READY!PRE-K - VACANT

DHHS/DPBH: MATERNAL, CHILD & ADOLESCENT HEALTH (MCAH)
DHHS/DWSS: CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (CCDP) -VACANT
DHHS/DPBH: ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM

DHHS/DPBH: NEVADA STATE IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM

NEVADA ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN (NEVAEYC)
PYRAMID MODEL

NEVADA INSTITUTE FOR CHILDREN'S RESEARCH AND POLICY: NICRP - RESEARCH AND NEEDS ASSESSMENTS
TRI-COUNTIES: LYON, STOREY AND MINERAL COUNTY ECAC — Not Active
WASHOE COUNTY ECAC

TRIBAL ECAC
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