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General ECAC Public Meeting 

Wednesday, September 17,  2025 
5:30-7:30pm 

“Nevada’s children will be safe, healthy, and thriving during the first eight years of life,  
and the system will support children and families in achieving their full potential.” 

 
THIS IS A VIRTUAL MEETING held via Zoom.com      Join the meeting HERE 

Meeting ID: 815 9023 7818            Passcode: 308879      Having a hard time with Zoom? Click HERE 
 

MINUTES 
1. Welcome, Call to Order, Roll Call,  Language Access      5 minutes 
Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Chair  
Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair 
Nayesdi Badillo. Family Engagement Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
• Tiffany Alston called meeting to order at 5:30PM 
• Brandi Hearst conducted roll call 
• Nayesdi Badillo shared instructions for interpretation and language options 
 
Members in Attendance: 
1. Tiffany Alston- Seat J, Sunrise Children's Foundation 
2. Elysa Arroyo- Seat R, Office of Student and School Supports, Nevada Department of Education    
3. Abbey Bernhardt- Seat O, National Alliance on Mental Illness 
4. Jennese Black, Seat D, Nevada Department of Education 
5. Laura Brown, Seat R, Acelero Head Start 
6. Tami Conn, Seat B, Division of Public and Behavioral Health 
7. Ashley Dines- Seat Q, The Children’s Cabinet 
8. Patrice Gardner- Seat K, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
9. Dazzrael Lyke, Seat L, Aging and Disability Services Division 
10. Tina Springmeyer- Seat R, Washoe County School District 
11. Deetra Stewart- Seat H, Family Home Care Provider 
12. Stephanie Vega – Seat I, Washoe County School District 
13.  Dr. Jenna Weglarz-Ward- Seat G, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
14. Brooke Yarborough- Seat C, Department of Supportive Services 
15. Dr. Linda Young- Seat R, The Village Foundation    
Members Absent 
1. Edith Farmer – Seat A, Supervisor, Child Care Licensing 
2. Betsy Newman, Seat E, Department of Human Services, Director’s Office 
3. Dr. Diane Nicolet- Seat F, Washoe County School District 
4. Kathy Yoder Bass, Seat M, Non-Profit Provider Representative 
Public in Attendance 
1. Carolina 
2. Karina Aguilar 
3. Dulce Aguirre, KinderCare 
4. Yosaba Arellano, Local ECAC State Representative 
5. Katrina Austin, Las Vegas Urban League 
6. Nayesdi Badillo, Family Engagement Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
7. Johnice Bland 
8. Myisha Bonner 
9. Venessia Bumpas, Milestone Academy 
10. Devin Casteel 

https://ndezoom.zoom.us/j/81590237818?pwd=c1NpNitRUTd5OU5Wc3NVV2V3dUVqUT09
https://nvecac.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/zoom-log-in-2.png
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11. Mary Childrey, The Children’s Cabinet 
12. Cherry Clark, Nevada Early Intervention Services, Aging and Disability Division, Nevada Department of Education  
13. Tikariya Coan, Parent 
14. Honey Cook, WCSD Child and Family Services 
15. Kenia Donis, Acelero 
16. Heather Doto, ECAC Subcommittee Member 
17. Tatiana Easley  
18. Mary Erekson, The Children’s Cabinet 
19. Josefina Garcia, Interpreter 
20. Elizabeth Glover, NCBW, ECAC Subcommittee Member 
21. Maria Guzman, CCF 
22. Amanda Haboush Deloye, Data and Evaluation Co-Chair 
23. Amanda Harding, CCDP, Nevada Department of Human Services, Division of Social Services 
24. Bonnie Hart 
25. Brandi Hearst, ECAC Administrative Coordinator, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
26. Laurie Henderson 
27. Jessica Hohner, Parent and QRIS Coach 
28. Julie Houchins, United Way of Southern Nevada 
29. Tiarha Huerta, ECAC Subcommittee Member 
30. Dr. Jamelle Nance, Communication and Engagement Co-Chair 
31. Nya James, Parent 
32. Tiana Johnson-Hunt 
33. Kimberly Jones, Kimberland Childcare 
34. Sabrina Jones, ECAC Systems Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
35. Ngan Le, Parent 
36. Adrianna Lemus, Parent Spotlight Guest 
37. David Loaiza, Interpreter 
38. Lisa Lopez 
39. Elisa Luevanos 
40. Sarah Lynch, UNLV Preschool 
41. Samantha Mancillas, KinderCare 
42. Octavia McLaurin, ECAC Subcommittee Member 
43. Kristen McNeil, Public Works Team 
44. Shiloh Meligan 
45. Jamie Mendez, Early Childhood Workforce Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
46. Conception Mendoza Charles, Sunrise Children’s Foundation 
47. Brittany Morris, WCSD Teacher 
48. Nicora Moss, Sunrise Children’s Foundation 
49. Kate Pflughoeft, PDG B-5 Grant Associate Manager, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
50. Kimberly Picazo 
51. Priya Prabu, Star Academy Preschool 
52. Dana Preece, B-3 Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
53. Arielle Rollins, parent 
54. Arzelia Sanford, Spread the Love Childcare 
55. Abraham Sanjuan 
56. Anna Severens, Education Programs Professional, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
57. Mihaela Spiridon, ECE Administrator 
58. Rachel Stepina, PDG B-5 Grant Manager, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education 
59. Denise Stout, Kid Konnection 
60. Rebecca Sueppel, Family Child Care Teacher 
61. Alissa Tillman, Hug Yoself and Love Yoself 
62. Mayra Tinoco, WCSD Child and Family Services 
63. Laura Todriguez, CFSD 
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64. Joanne Trujillo, QRIS Coach 
65. Kate Verville, Public Works Team 
66. Anna Villatoro, Family Engagement Specialist, The Children's Cabinet 
67. Patty West, The Children's Cabinet 
68. Joy Wilson 
69. David Worsham, The Children’s Cabinet 
 
2. Public Comment #1      6 min 
Public Comments taken during this agenda item regarding any item appearing on the agenda.  
• Liz Glover commented on the awareness of not forcing others to have their screen on as it causes anxiety in some people 
• Amanda Haboush Deloye announced Sept 30, 2025, Childhood Mental Health Consortium partnered with Nevada Institute for 
Children Child abuse prevention and Safety conference to make, Family Wellness Event with scholarship opportunities, Agenda 
available online, held At Tuscany 
• Yosaba Arellano- local ECAC representative for Elko Local ECAC, commented on training that her local ECAC did, Nevad PEP is 
coming to do business symposium in her community and training families on Early Childhood in Elko, NV 
• Tatiana Batie asked how open for collaboration with organizations in the community? 
• Adriana Lemus gave a comment in Spanish 
• Joy Wilson asked if they are allowed to turn the camera on 
• Patrice Gardner gave a comment that we are not allowed to answer questions during public comment 
 
3. Approval of Flexible Agenda (Discussion for Possible Action) 3 min 
The Council approved a flexible agenda.  
Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair  
Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair 
• Jennese Black motioned for flexible agenda 
• Tina Springmeyer seconded the motion    
• Members voted, motion carries, flexible agenda approved 
 
4. Approval of Meeting Minutes from July 16, 2025 (Discussion for Possible Action) 3 min 
The Council approved July 16, 2025, Meeting Minutes. 
Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair  
Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair 
• Ashley Dines motioned to approve meeting minutes  
• Jennese Black seconded the motion 
• Members voted, motion carries, meeting minutes approved 
• Rachel Stepina commented that we did hear the requests for incentive participants to not be forced to have cameras on due to 
anxiety, and now that attendance is over, we can be flexible and allow those on need to turn their cameras off and describe the 
incentive process. 
 
5. Meeting Tasks for Council, Subcommittees and Ad Hocs (Informational, Discussion) 15 min 
The Council discussed meeting tasks, to ensure all meetings run smoothly. 
Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair  
Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair 

o Patrice Gardner gave some brief history of what the ECAC has been provided by the Preschool Development Frant Birth -5 
(PDG B-5) funding which has allowed the ECAC to grow and offer support and be the voice of Nevada's families more than ever. 
o Patrice also asked Brandi Hearst to describe, which was getting a meeting going and what goes into the planning process. 
o Brandi Hearst had described the meeting process and how much planning and proactive ideas for every General ECAC 
meeting and Subcommittee Meetings, showing how much goes into the meetings that most people are likely not aware of. 
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o Tiffany Alston also described the amount of work Brandi Hearst and Sabrina Jones put into the 80+ meetings per year that 
need to happen and are open meeting law as well can be a barrier, without the work of Brandi Hearst and Sabrina Jones we 
wouldn’t be where we are today, as Tiffany painted the picture for families and professional workforce to understand all that 
goes into it, 
o Liz Glover noted that the subcommittees are nicely outlined online and wondered if there are meeting times and if they can go 
to more than one subcommittee meeting. 
o Tiffany Alston explained the meeting schedule and that absolutely you can support more than one, going on to say everyone 
here is a volunteer we don’t have time to do the work of 2 full-time employees and our full-time job s too. 
o Patrice Gardner mentioned funding opportunities are always welcome as we need support, we have grown and been so 
supportive of the community and we don’t want to go backwards. 

 
6. Strategic Planning Update (Discussion for Possible Action) 45 minutes 
The Council heard Strategic Planning updates and viewed the new Vendor, Public Works, Presentation. 
Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair  
Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair 
Kristen McNeil and the Public Works Team 
• Tiffany described to the members who public works is and invited them to join the conversation and present their information 
• Kristen McNeil introduced herself and the Public Works Team 
• Shared the Strategic Plan working Timeline, 6 phases total  
• Currently in Phase 2 and Phase 3 
• Stakeholder Engagement Survey & Community Survey 

o Researched scope of work to write questions for strengths, weaknesses, barriers 
o Questions requesting feedback 
o Questions to explore for strategic planning 
o Distribution through mass email (Brandi Hearst to email out) 
o Incentives through gift cards (5) in drawing 
o Current strategic plan on website 

• Jamie Mendez asked what the strategic plan is. 
• Kristen McNeil responded that it is a plan that stakeholders 

o Stakeholder input from families is crucial, state/federal agencies, community, members, workforce to be able to accomplish 
goals 

 Goals measurable? 
 Are they able to be achieved? 

• Kristen McNeil mentioned that flyers will be coming out soon with details 
• Tiffany Alston mentioned that appointed members will be at the retreat, however the public is not openly invited as it needs to 
be a group size that is manageable to get the work done. 
• Jamie Mendez mentioned the family engagement aspect of the strategic plan 
• Tiffany Alston let the participants know that family engagement is a big reason why we have night meetings to allow for time for 
families and workforce to participate. 
• Rachel Stepina mentioned Public Works plan to have more Family Engagement 
• Kristen McNeil said the surveys are the main agents to get feedback from the families 

 
7. First 5 Nevada Family Leadership Council Updates, Parent Spotlight (Informational, Discussion)  
The Council heard First 5 Nevada Family Leadership updates with "Parent Spotlight" guest: Adrianna Lemus 
Ashley Dines and Anna Villatoro, Family Leadership Coordinator, The Children’s Cabinet  
Parent Spotlight Guest: Family Leader- Adriana Lemus 
• Anna Villatoro introduced Adrianna Lemus, a parent from Northern NV who has been with Leadership Council for 2 years. 
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• Adrianna Lemus shared with members her experience this past year being a unique opportunity : to use her voice and be able to 
advocate for NV children and represent the state through Zero to Three in their advocacy program called the Strolling Thunder 2025 
.She was  picked as the parent rep for Nevada, fly to Washington DX and meet our Legislatures ( The Republican Mark Amodi, and 
Democratic Senators Katherine Cortez-Masso and Jackie Rosen ) and explained to them the importance of quality Childcare, paid 
family leave, economic security, mental health, to give every baby a strong start.  
• Adrianna Lemus noted she felt empowered and saw her story had made a difference that day. 
• Tiffany Alston, Ashley Dines and Patrice Gardner all thanked Adriana Lemus for sharing and let her know how brave her actions are.  
• Patrice Gardner followed with letting everyone know that this is why we do the work that we do. We thank you for putting yourself out 
there to grow and be vulnerable in this space, because it's not easy. 
• Tiffany Alston asked how families can get involved with their program 
• Ashley Dines shared parent summits, which are in-person events, are opportunities for the parents to  get together in person, network, and 
learn about resources that are local to their communities. 

o Families can go to their website and complete the form and mark what you are interested in  
 

8. Subcommittee Updates (Discussion for Possible Action) 5 Minute review total 
Subcommittees updated the Council with their plans, their progress and their activities 
Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair 
Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair 
• Executive Leadership – Tiffany Alston and Patrice Gardner, Co-Chairs 

o Patrice Gardner let everyone know about the cyber security event affecting state programs and emails,  
o announced that the October meetings will be discussing 2026 schedules,  
o Announced Rebranding Package they are working on within the Communication and Engagement Subcommittee and AD Hoc 
Committee the development of new logo design, website revision for a more user-friendly platform for families  
o announced that the Communication Ad Hoc will be merging back to the Subcommittee and that we are looking for a Co-Chair 
in Policy and Finance as Elysa Arroyo will be resigning her seat. 

• Systems Alignment – Tiffany Olivas and Abbey Bernhardt, Co-Chairs- absent 
• Communications and Engagement – Dr. Jamelle Nance, Co-Chair- Shared that they have been able to  type up the loose ends 
and complete the remaining tasks on the work plan and are ready for the next goals and activities, discussed the policy priorities 
being a huge piece of the subcommittee and how we are going to shape the messaging and being the voice for the children, 
Recommendations will help to narrow down what the ECAC wants, then we have to shape our messaging around that. 
• Policy and Finance – Elysa Arroyo and Denise Tanata, Co- Chairs - Elyssa Arroyo officially announced her resignation with a 
November end date, mentioned the policy recommendation survey closing and results will be shared at upcoming meetings. 
• Data and Evaluation – Marty Elquist and Amanda Haboush-Deloye, Co-Chairs- database that's being, created to kind of help identify 
different data sources. It doesn't house data, but it identifies different data sources, and we are discussing the Department of Ed's 
involvement in a best practice,: a system on moving forward with our longitudinal early childhood data system that they're working 
hard to get started, and then we will be, talking about our  parent playbook, but to talk about how to make data more friendly to parents. 
 
9. ECAC Partner Summary Report (Information/Discussion) 5 minutes total 
Nevada ECAC Partners, Agencies, Local ECACs and other Programs briefly shared updates, progress, new initiatives, services  
or upcoming challenges.  The Nevada ECAC Partner Summary Report available online at: 
https://nvecac.com/ecac-reports-documents/ 
 
Nevada Department of Education (NDE) 

Office of Comprehensive Student Services (OCSS), Cate Guzy no comment 
Office of Early Learning and Development (OELD), Michael Mitchell no comment 
QRIS, Sara Kharrat- no comment 

https://nvecac.com/ecac-reports-documents/
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PDG B-5 Grant, Kate Pflughoeft announced the work of the Nevada COMPASS mobile homeless app and offered open to the 
public group sessions for public to help with the build and feedback process 
Nevada Ready!Pre-K - Rachel Stepina added Marissa Lacroix is now a part of this department in NDE and will take the Nevada 
Ready!Pre-K piece 

Nevada Department of Human Services (DHS) 
Division of Supportive Services (DSS) 
Child Care Licensing, Edith Farmer- no comment 
Child Care and Development Program (CCDP), Brooke Yarborough- announced licensing now has a vendor working with them 
to organize the system better to be more efficient, faster licensing process and it was announced the “W” from DWSS is has 
dropped from their agency as well as their emails. 
Division of Child and Family Services (DCFS) 
Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health (IECMH), Rhonda Lawrence- no comment 
Director’s Office 
Idea- Part C, Betsy Newman- no comment 
Aging  and Disability  Services  Division (ADSD) 
Early Intervention Services, Dazzrael Lyke- from chat:  
Bolden Area Command: Family Fall Festival National Night Out 
 Tuesday, October 7, 2025,     5pm-7pm  Kianga Isoke Palacio Park at Doolittle Complex; 1950 N J Street, LV, NV 89106 
Down Syndrome Organization of Southern Nevada Buddy Walk 
 Sunday, October 19, 2025,   From 8am-12pm    Town Square; 6605 Las Vegas Blvd, LV, NV 89119 
Division of Public and  Behavioral Health (DPBH) 
Women, Infants and Children (WIC), Blanca Ayala no comment 
Maternal, Child & Adolescent Health (MCAH), Tami Conn- Nevada Home Visiting (free, voluntary program) offers services in 
Spanish as well contact:  tconn@health.nv.gov / 775-431-7325  
to find a program in your area:    https://www.dpbh.nv.gov/programs/nevada-home-visiting-miechv-home/ 
Oral Health Program, Jannette Gomez no comment 
Nevada State Immunization Program- Tami Conn  wants those in need  to contact her (above) for locations of free vaccine clinics 

Nevada Department of Administration (NDA) 
   Nevada State Library, Archives and  Public Records, Darby Porter- no comment 

Nevada ECAC Partners 
HRSA: Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems, Health Integration, Tiffany Olivas- no comment 
The First 5 Nevada Family Leadership Council, Ashley Dines, Anna Villatoro- no comment
Nevada Association for the Education of Young Children (NevAEYC), Robin Marx-Mackerly and Carrie Paldi- no comment 
Nevada Child Care Provider Committee (CCPAC), Carrie Paldi and Lela Gonzales - no comment 
Pyramid Model, Janice Lee- no comment  
Research and Needs Assessments (NICRP), Amanda Haboush-Deloye continue to add different needs assessments from 
across the state and strategic plans, so that way it can be a comprehensive resource, so please check it out 
Nevada Association for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health, Jacquelyn Kleinedler - no comment 
Children's Advocacy Alliance (CAA; Strong Start Prenatal to Three (PN-3); and (PCI); Dr.  Nance and Annette Dawson-Owens 
Head Start and Early Head  Start, Laura Brown will add to chat 

Nevada Local ECACs  
Elko/Northeastern, Sarah Carone - no comment  
Southern Nevada, Amanda Haboush-Deloye - no comment 
Washoe County, Anna Severns and Kacey Edgington - no comment \ 
Carson/Douglas, Tiffany Olivas- no comment   
Tribal, Ashleigh Baker - no comment 
Rural Nevada, Michael-Ann Lazzarino - no comment  
Lyon-Churchill, Evelyn Knight - no comment 

https://www.dpbh.nv.gov/programs/nevada-home-visiting-miechv-home/
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10. Agenda Items for  the next meeting on November 19, 2025,  at  9:00am  (Discussion for Possible Action)   5 minutes 
 Council to bring  agenda items for the next Meeting on  Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at 9:00am to next Executive Leadership 
Meeting 
 Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair  
 Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Vice Chair 
•  Tiffany Alston asked for agenda items to add for November be brought to the Executive Leadership meeting due to time 
 
11. Upcoming Meetings (Informational) 0 min 
• Systems Alignment: no meeting in Nov. 
• Executive Leadership: 11.04.25, 11:00am 
• Policy Ad Hoc: 11.12.25,  10:00am 
• Policy and Finance: 11.13.25, 1:00pm 
• Communication and Engagement Ad Hoc: 11.18.25, 1:30pm 
• General ECAC Meeting 11.19.25, 9:00am 
• Data and Evaluation:  11.20.25, 1:00pm 
• New Member Orientation 12.04.25, 11:00am 

o Register here: https://forms.gle/zNZ3z7Me5r3n7xRk6 
 
12. Member Updates and Share-Outs (Discussion, Informational), 5 min  
• Passed due to time  
 
13. Public Comment #2 (Discussion for Possible Action) 6 min 
Public comments taken during this agenda item on any matter within the Council’s jurisdiction, 
control, or advisory power.  
• Deetra Stewart shared an appreciation event for Home Care Providers on  November 1st,2025,  details  posted on Event Bright 
 
14. Adjournment 
• Tiffany Alston adjourned meeting at 7:30pm 
 
• 3 Action Items 

o Brandi Hearst to add Marissa LaCroix to Nevada Ready! Pre-K Partner Summary Report 
o Members or public can bring in agenda items for next meeting to discuss at next Executive Leadership Meeting 
o Subcommittees to think about ideas on how to divide work that may be coming their way 

 
• One Sentence Summary: The Council heard a positive story of a family and their experience with the Nevada Legislatures, heard 
updates on the strategic planning and what is in store for upcoming months, and listened to the updates of the subcommittees and 
partners of the ECAC. 

https://forms.gle/zNZ3z7Me5r3n7xRk6

	General ECAC Public Meeting
	Wednesday, September 17,  2025
	5:30-7:30pm
	“Nevada’s children will be safe, healthy, and thriving during the first eight years of life, 
	and the system will support children and families in achieving their full potential.”
	THIS IS A VIRTUAL MEETING held via Zoom.com      Join the meeting HERE
	Meeting ID: 815 9023 7818            Passcode: 308879      Having a hard time with Zoom? Click HERE
	MINUTES
	1. Welcome, Call to Order, Roll Call, Language Access      5 minutes
	Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Chair 
	Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair
	Nayesdi Badillo. Family Engagement Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	 Tiffany Alston called meeting to order at 5:30PM
	 Brandi Hearst conducted roll call
	 Nayesdi Badillo shared instructions for interpretation and language options
	Members in Attendance:
	1. Tiffany Alston- Seat J, Sunrise Children's Foundation
	2. Elysa Arroyo- Seat R, Office of Student and School Supports, Nevada Department of Education   
	3. Abbey Bernhardt- Seat O, National Alliance on Mental Illness
	4. Jennese Black, Seat D, Nevada Department of Education
	5. Laura Brown, Seat R, Acelero Head Start
	6. Tami Conn, Seat B, Division of Public and Behavioral Health
	7. Ashley Dines- Seat Q, The Children’s Cabinet
	8. Patrice Gardner- Seat K, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	9. Dazzrael Lyke, Seat L, Aging and Disability Services Division
	10. Tina Springmeyer- Seat R, Washoe County School District
	11. Deetra Stewart- Seat H, Family Home Care Provider
	12. Stephanie Vega – Seat I, Washoe County School District
	13.  Dr. Jenna Weglarz-Ward- Seat G, University of Nevada, Las Vegas
	14. Brooke Yarborough- Seat C, Department of Supportive Services
	15. Dr. Linda Young- Seat R, The Village Foundation   
	Members Absent
	1. Edith Farmer – Seat A, Supervisor, Child Care Licensing
	2. Betsy Newman, Seat E, Department of Human Services, Director’s Office
	3. Dr. Diane Nicolet- Seat F, Washoe County School District
	4. Kathy Yoder Bass, Seat M, Non-Profit Provider Representative
	Public in Attendance
	1. Carolina
	2. Karina Aguilar
	3. Dulce Aguirre, KinderCare
	4. Yosaba Arellano, Local ECAC State Representative
	5. Katrina Austin, Las Vegas Urban League
	6. Nayesdi Badillo, Family Engagement Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	7. Johnice Bland
	8. Myisha Bonner
	9. Venessia Bumpas, Milestone Academy
	10. Devin Casteel
	11. Mary Childrey, The Children’s Cabinet
	12. Cherry Clark, Nevada Early Intervention Services, Aging and Disability Division, Nevada Department of Education 
	13. Tikariya Coan, Parent
	14. Honey Cook, WCSD Child and Family Services
	15. Kenia Donis, Acelero
	16. Heather Doto, ECAC Subcommittee Member
	17. Tatiana Easley 
	18. Mary Erekson, The Children’s Cabinet
	19. Josefina Garcia, Interpreter
	20. Elizabeth Glover, NCBW, ECAC Subcommittee Member
	21. Maria Guzman, CCF
	22. Amanda Haboush Deloye, Data and Evaluation Co-Chair
	23. Amanda Harding, CCDP, Nevada Department of Human Services, Division of Social Services
	24. Bonnie Hart
	25. Brandi Hearst, ECAC Administrative Coordinator, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	26. Laurie Henderson
	27. Jessica Hohner, Parent and QRIS Coach
	28. Julie Houchins, United Way of Southern Nevada
	29. Tiarha Huerta, ECAC Subcommittee Member
	30. Dr. Jamelle Nance, Communication and Engagement Co-Chair
	31. Nya James, Parent
	32. Tiana Johnson-Hunt
	33. Kimberly Jones, Kimberland Childcare
	34. Sabrina Jones, ECAC Systems Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	35. Ngan Le, Parent
	36. Adrianna Lemus, Parent Spotlight Guest
	37. David Loaiza, Interpreter
	38. Lisa Lopez
	39. Elisa Luevanos
	40. Sarah Lynch, UNLV Preschool
	41. Samantha Mancillas, KinderCare
	42. Octavia McLaurin, ECAC Subcommittee Member
	43. Kristen McNeil, Public Works Team
	44. Shiloh Meligan
	45. Jamie Mendez, Early Childhood Workforce Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	46. Conception Mendoza Charles, Sunrise Children’s Foundation
	47. Brittany Morris, WCSD Teacher
	48. Nicora Moss, Sunrise Children’s Foundation
	49. Kate Pflughoeft, PDG B-5 Grant Associate Manager, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	50. Kimberly Picazo
	51. Priya Prabu, Star Academy Preschool
	52. Dana Preece, B-3 Specialist, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	53. Arielle Rollins, parent
	54. Arzelia Sanford, Spread the Love Childcare
	55. Abraham Sanjuan
	56. Anna Severens, Education Programs Professional, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	57. Mihaela Spiridon, ECE Administrator
	58. Rachel Stepina, PDG B-5 Grant Manager, Office of Early Learning and Development, Nevada Department of Education
	59. Denise Stout, Kid Konnection
	60. Rebecca Sueppel, Family Child Care Teacher
	61. Alissa Tillman, Hug Yoself and Love Yoself
	62. Mayra Tinoco, WCSD Child and Family Services
	63. Laura Todriguez, CFSD
	64. Joanne Trujillo, QRIS Coach
	65. Kate Verville, Public Works Team
	66. Anna Villatoro, Family Engagement Specialist, The Children's Cabinet
	67. Patty West, The Children's Cabinet
	68. Joy Wilson
	69. David Worsham, The Children’s Cabinet
	2. Public Comment #1      6 min
	Public Comments taken during this agenda item regarding any item appearing on the agenda. 
	 Liz Glover commented on the awareness of not forcing others to have their screen on as it causes anxiety in some people
	 Amanda Haboush Deloye announced Sept 30, 2025, Childhood Mental Health Consortium partnered with Nevada Institute for Children Child abuse prevention and Safety conference to make, Family Wellness Event with scholarship opportunities, Agenda available online, held At Tuscany
	 Yosaba Arellano- local ECAC representative for Elko Local ECAC, commented on training that her local ECAC did, Nevad PEP is coming to do business symposium in her community and training families on Early Childhood in Elko, NV
	 Tatiana Batie asked how open for collaboration with organizations in the community?
	 Adriana Lemus gave a comment in Spanish
	 Joy Wilson asked if they are allowed to turn the camera on
	 Patrice Gardner gave a comment that we are not allowed to answer questions during public comment
	3. Approval of Flexible Agenda (Discussion for Possible Action) 3 min
	The Council approved a flexible agenda. 
	Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair 
	Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair
	 Jennese Black motioned for flexible agenda
	 Tina Springmeyer seconded the motion   
	 Members voted, motion carries, flexible agenda approved
	4. Approval of Meeting Minutes from July 16, 2025 (Discussion for Possible Action) 3 min
	The Council approved July 16, 2025, Meeting Minutes.
	Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair 
	Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair
	 Ashley Dines motioned to approve meeting minutes 
	 Jennese Black seconded the motion
	 Members voted, motion carries, meeting minutes approved
	 Rachel Stepina commented that we did hear the requests for incentive participants to not be forced to have cameras on due to anxiety, and now that attendance is over, we can be flexible and allow those on need to turn their cameras off and describe the incentive process.
	5. Meeting Tasks for Council, Subcommittees and Ad Hocs (Informational, Discussion) 15 min
	The Council discussed meeting tasks, to ensure all meetings run smoothly.
	Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair 
	Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair
	o Patrice Gardner gave some brief history of what the ECAC has been provided by the Preschool Development Frant Birth -5 (PDG B-5) funding which has allowed the ECAC to grow and offer support and be the voice of Nevada's families more than ever.
	o Patrice also asked Brandi Hearst to describe, which was getting a meeting going and what goes into the planning process.
	o Brandi Hearst had described the meeting process and how much planning and proactive ideas for every General ECAC meeting and Subcommittee Meetings, showing how much goes into the meetings that most people are likely not aware of.
	o Tiffany Alston also described the amount of work Brandi Hearst and Sabrina Jones put into the 80+ meetings per year that need to happen and are open meeting law as well can be a barrier, without the work of Brandi Hearst and Sabrina Jones we wouldn’t be where we are today, as Tiffany painted the picture for families and professional workforce to understand all that goes into it,
	o Liz Glover noted that the subcommittees are nicely outlined online and wondered if there are meeting times and if they can go to more than one subcommittee meeting.
	o Tiffany Alston explained the meeting schedule and that absolutely you can support more than one, going on to say everyone here is a volunteer we don’t have time to do the work of 2 full-time employees and our full-time job s too.
	o Patrice Gardner mentioned funding opportunities are always welcome as we need support, we have grown and been so supportive of the community and we don’t want to go backwards.
	6. Strategic Planning Update (Discussion for Possible Action) 45 minutes
	The Council heard Strategic Planning updates and viewed the new Vendor, Public Works, Presentation.
	Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair 
	Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair
	Kristen McNeil and the Public Works Team
	 Tiffany described to the members who public works is and invited them to join the conversation and present their information
	 Kristen McNeil introduced herself and the Public Works Team
	 Shared the Strategic Plan working Timeline, 6 phases total 
	 Currently in Phase 2 and Phase 3
	 Stakeholder Engagement Survey & Community Survey
	o Researched scope of work to write questions for strengths, weaknesses, barriers
	o Questions requesting feedback
	o Questions to explore for strategic planning
	o Distribution through mass email (Brandi Hearst to email out)
	o Incentives through gift cards (5) in drawing
	o Current strategic plan on website
	 Jamie Mendez asked what the strategic plan is.
	 Kristen McNeil responded that it is a plan that stakeholders
	o Stakeholder input from families is crucial, state/federal agencies, community, members, workforce to be able to accomplish goals
	 Goals measurable?
	 Are they able to be achieved?
	 Kristen McNeil mentioned that flyers will be coming out soon with details
	 Tiffany Alston mentioned that appointed members will be at the retreat, however the public is not openly invited as it needs to be a group size that is manageable to get the work done.
	 Jamie Mendez mentioned the family engagement aspect of the strategic plan
	 Tiffany Alston let the participants know that family engagement is a big reason why we have night meetings to allow for time for families and workforce to participate.
	 Rachel Stepina mentioned Public Works plan to have more Family Engagement
	 Kristen McNeil said the surveys are the main agents to get feedback from the families
	7. First 5 Nevada Family Leadership Council Updates, Parent Spotlight (Informational, Discussion) 
	The Council heard First 5 Nevada Family Leadership updates with "Parent Spotlight" guest: Adrianna Lemus
	Ashley Dines and Anna Villatoro, Family Leadership Coordinator, The Children’s Cabinet 
	Parent Spotlight Guest: Family Leader- Adriana Lemus
	 Anna Villatoro introduced Adrianna Lemus, a parent from Northern NV who has been with Leadership Council for 2 years.
	 Adrianna Lemus shared with members her experience this past year being a unique opportunity : to use her voice and be able to advocate for NV children and represent the state through Zero to Three in their advocacy program called the Strolling Thunder 2025 .She was  picked as the parent rep for Nevada, fly to Washington DX and meet our Legislatures ( The Republican Mark Amodi, and Democratic Senators Katherine Cortez-Masso and Jackie Rosen ) and explained to them the importance of quality Childcare, paid family leave, economic security, mental health, to give every baby a strong start. 
	 Adrianna Lemus noted she felt empowered and saw her story had made a difference that day.
	 Tiffany Alston, Ashley Dines and Patrice Gardner all thanked Adriana Lemus for sharing and let her know how brave her actions are. 
	 Patrice Gardner followed with letting everyone know that this is why we do the work that we do. We thank you for putting yourself out there to grow and be vulnerable in this space, because it's not easy.
	 Tiffany Alston asked how families can get involved with their program
	 Ashley Dines shared parent summits, which are in-person events, are opportunities for the parents to  get together in person, network, and learn about resources that are local to their communities.
	o Families can go to their website and complete the form and mark what you are interested in 
	8. Subcommittee Updates (Discussion for Possible Action) 5 Minute review total
	Subcommittees updated the Council with their plans, their progress and their activities
	Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair
	Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council Vice Chair
	 Executive Leadership – Tiffany Alston and Patrice Gardner, Co-Chairs
	o Patrice Gardner let everyone know about the cyber security event affecting state programs and emails, 
	o announced that the October meetings will be discussing 2026 schedules, 
	o Announced Rebranding Package they are working on within the Communication and Engagement Subcommittee and AD Hoc Committee the development of new logo design, website revision for a more user-friendly platform for families 
	o announced that the Communication Ad Hoc will be merging back to the Subcommittee and that we are looking for a Co-Chair in Policy and Finance as Elysa Arroyo will be resigning her seat.
	 Systems Alignment – Tiffany Olivas and Abbey Bernhardt, Co-Chairs- absent
	 Communications and Engagement – Dr. Jamelle Nance, Co-Chair- Shared that they have been able to  type up the loose ends and complete the remaining tasks on the work plan and are ready for the next goals and activities, discussed the policy priorities being a huge piece of the subcommittee and how we are going to shape the messaging and being the voice for the children, Recommendations will help to narrow down what the ECAC wants, then we have to shape our messaging around that.
	 Policy and Finance – Elysa Arroyo and Denise Tanata, Co- Chairs - Elyssa Arroyo officially announced her resignation with a November end date, mentioned the policy recommendation survey closing and results will be shared at upcoming meetings.
	 Data and Evaluation – Marty Elquist and Amanda Haboush-Deloye, Co-Chairs- database that's being, created to kind of help identify different data sources. It doesn't house data, but it identifies different data sources, and we are discussing the Department of Ed's involvement in a best practice,: a system on moving forward with our longitudinal early childhood data system that they're working hard to get started, and then we will be, talking about our  parent playbook, but to talk about how to make data more friendly to parents.
	9. ECAC Partner Summary Report (Information/Discussion) 5 minutes total
	Nevada ECAC Partners, Agencies, Local ECACs and other Programs briefly shared updates, progress, new initiatives, services 
	or upcoming challenges.  The Nevada ECAC Partner Summary Report available online at:
	https://nvecac.com/ecac-reports-documents/
	Nevada Department of Education (NDE)
	Office of Comprehensive Student Services (OCSS), Cate Guzy no comment
	Office of Early Learning and Development (OELD), Michael Mitchell no comment
	QRIS, Sara Kharrat- no comment
	PDG B-5 Grant, Kate Pflughoeft announced the work of the Nevada COMPASS mobile homeless app and offered open to the public group sessions for public to help with the build and feedback process
	Nevada Ready!Pre-K - Rachel Stepina added Marissa Lacroix is now a part of this department in NDE and will take the Nevada Ready!Pre-K piece
	Nevada Department of Human Services (DHS)
	Division of Supportive Services (DSS)
	Child Care Licensing, Edith Farmer- no comment
	Child Care and Development Program (CCDP), Brooke Yarborough- announced licensing now has a vendor working with them to organize the system better to be more efficient, faster licensing process and it was announced the “W” from DWSS is has dropped from their agency as well as their emails.
	Division of Child and Family Services (DCFS)
	Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health (IECMH), Rhonda Lawrence- no comment
	Director’s Office
	Idea- Part C, Betsy Newman- no comment
	Aging  and Disability  Services  Division (ADSD)
	Early Intervention Services, Dazzrael Lyke- from chat: 
	Bolden Area Command: Family Fall Festival National Night Out
	 Tuesday, October 7, 2025,     5pm-7pm  Kianga Isoke Palacio Park at Doolittle Complex; 1950 N J Street, LV, NV 89106Down Syndrome Organization of Southern Nevada Buddy Walk
	 Sunday, October 19, 2025,   From 8am-12pm    Town Square; 6605 Las Vegas Blvd, LV, NV 89119
	Division of Public and  Behavioral Health (DPBH)
	Women, Infants and Children (WIC), Blanca Ayala no comment
	Maternal, Child & Adolescent Health (MCAH), Tami Conn- Nevada Home Visiting (free, voluntary program) offers services in Spanish as well contact:  tconn@health.nv.gov / 775-431-7325 
	to find a program in your area:    https://www.dpbh.nv.gov/programs/nevada-home-visiting-miechv-home/
	Oral Health Program, Jannette Gomez no comment
	Nevada State Immunization Program- Tami Conn  wants those in need  to contact her (above) for locations of free vaccine clinics
	Nevada Department of Administration (NDA)
	   Nevada State Library, Archives and  Public Records, Darby Porter- no comment
	Nevada ECAC Partners
	HRSA: Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems, Health Integration, Tiffany Olivas- no comment
	The First 5 Nevada Family Leadership Council, Ashley Dines, Anna Villatoro- no comment
	Nevada Association for the Education of Young Children (NevAEYC), Robin Marx-Mackerly and Carrie Paldi- no comment
	Nevada Child Care Provider Committee (CCPAC), Carrie Paldi and Lela Gonzales - no comment
	Pyramid Model, Janice Lee- no comment 
	Research and Needs Assessments (NICRP), Amanda Haboush-Deloye continue to add different needs assessments from across the state and strategic plans, so that way it can be a comprehensive resource, so please check it out
	Nevada Association for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health, Jacquelyn Kleinedler - no comment
	Children's Advocacy Alliance (CAA; Strong Start Prenatal to Three (PN-3); and (PCI); Dr.  Nance and Annette Dawson-Owens
	Head Start and Early Head  Start, Laura Brown will add to chat
	Nevada Local ECACs 
	Elko/Northeastern, Sarah Carone - no comment 
	Southern Nevada, Amanda Haboush-Deloye - no comment
	Washoe County, Anna Severns and Kacey Edgington - no comment \
	Carson/Douglas, Tiffany Olivas- no comment  
	Tribal, Ashleigh Baker - no comment
	Rural Nevada, Michael-Ann Lazzarino - no comment 
	Lyon-Churchill, Evelyn Knight - no comment
	10. Agenda Items for  the next meeting on November 19, 2025,  at  9:00am  (Discussion for Possible Action)   5 minutes
	 Council to bring  agenda items for the next Meeting on  Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at 9:00am to next Executive Leadership Meeting
	 Tiffany Alston, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Chair 
	 Patrice Gardner, Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council, Vice Chair
	 Tiffany Alston asked for agenda items to add for November be brought to the Executive Leadership meeting due to time
	11. Upcoming Meetings (Informational) 0 min
	 Systems Alignment: no meeting in Nov.
	 Executive Leadership: 11.04.25, 11:00am
	 Policy Ad Hoc: 11.12.25,  10:00am
	 Policy and Finance: 11.13.25, 1:00pm
	 Communication and Engagement Ad Hoc: 11.18.25, 1:30pm
	 General ECAC Meeting 11.19.25, 9:00am
	 Data and Evaluation:  11.20.25, 1:00pm
	 New Member Orientation 12.04.25, 11:00am
	o Register here: https://forms.gle/zNZ3z7Me5r3n7xRk6
	12. Member Updates and Share-Outs (Discussion, Informational), 5 min 
	 Passed due to time 
	13. Public Comment #2 (Discussion for Possible Action) 6 min
	Public comments taken during this agenda item on any matter within the Council’s jurisdiction,
	control, or advisory power. 
	 Deetra Stewart shared an appreciation event for Home Care Providers on  November 1st,2025,  details  posted on Event Bright
	14. Adjournment
	 Tiffany Alston adjourned meeting at 7:30pm
	 3 Action Items
	o Brandi Hearst to add Marissa LaCroix to Nevada Ready! Pre-K Partner Summary Report
	o Members or public can bring in agenda items for next meeting to discuss at next Executive Leadership Meeting
	o Subcommittees to think about ideas on how to divide work that may be coming their way
	 One Sentence Summary: The Council heard a positive story of a family and their experience with the Nevada Legislatures, heard updates on the strategic planning and what is in store for upcoming months, and listened to the updates of the subcommittees and partners of the ECAC.
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