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Introduction 

 
The Nevada Early Childhood Partner Summary Report details the impact of the collaboration with the Comprehensive Early Childhood 
System within Nevada during the months of November and December 2025. This bi-monthly report highlights the successes of our 
partners, the goals they are working towards, and showcases upcoming activities and events that are open to community  members in 
Nevada. This report is published on the Nevada ECAC website for public viewing, and will also be emailed through our Listserv.  
 
To view online, go to https://nvecac.com/ecac-reports-documents/  
 
Join our listserv for updates, reports  and meeting reminders by clicking here: OELD LISTSERV   
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  SECTION 1:   NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (NDE) 
 NDE:    

Office of Early Learning & Development  (OELD) 
 

NDE/OELD: PRESCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GRANT, BIRTH–5 (PDG B-5) 
 
November/December 2025 
Name: Rachel Stepina, PDG B-5 Grant Manager        Email: rachel.stepina@doe.nv.gov  
 

    Overall PDG B-5 Nevada Renewal Highlights 
The federal Notice of Funding Opportunity for the 2026 PDG B-5 Systems Building Grant award was posted 11/18/25Links to an 
external site.. The Nevada Department of Education, Office of Early Learning and Development is leading the grant application, due 
December 1, 2025.  
Community Idea Exchanges: Save the following dates for listening sessions designed to hear your feedback about priorities for early 
childhood systems building. *Community feedback is critical, however please keep in mind that not all ideas can move forward.  
PDG B-5 Systems Building Grant Idea Exchange   |   Zoom Meeting Information   
Dates: Thursday: 11/20/25 @  6:00-7:30 PM    Saturday: 11/22/25  @ 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM    Monday:  11/24/25 @ 4:30 - 5:30 PM 
                               Link: https://ndezoom.zoom.us/j/88978312790?pwd=fFaTxFvRzGWJ0Sd5HZTeRKEJvn3UAx.1Links to an external site. 
Meeting ID: 889 7831 2790       Passcode: 18363                  For more information, visit PDG B-5 Online at: https://bit.ly/nevadaPDGB-5 
 
Name: Kate Pflughoeft, Associate PDG B-5  Grant Manager     Email: kate.pflughoeft@doe.nv.gov  
Summary:  
Preschool Exploration Packs debuted in Elko and Eureka Counties in October. Funding is in place for kits to be rolled out statewide.  
• Space to Process: A  journal for parents with children with special needs (by Sarah Spear), received in English and Spanish and will 
be distributed through Nevada Early Intervention Services. This journal partners with the Student Success Plan released in September. 
• NEW! Nevada COMPASS- A mobile app used to assist families experiencing homelessness connected with McKinney Vento liaisons 
to ensure school enrollment and locate service providers in their area. The build of the app, funded through PDG B-5 funds, will be 
finished in December for a soft launch before the end of the year.  
 

Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council (Nevada ECAC) 
Name: Sabrina Jones, ECAC Systems Specialist                    Email: sabrina.jones@doe.nv.gov 
Name: Brandi Hearst, ECAC Administrative Coordinator    Email: brandi.hearst@doe.nv.gov  
Summary:  
The Nevada Ecac is preparing for transitions as we move towards creating  new goals with new strategic plans. We are also still looking 
for funding to support our efforts within the communities statewide with 2 full-time employees who keep us on task, organized and 
efficient so we can best meet the needs of families and children who call Nevada home. 
 
Strategic Planning Retreat: The Retreat had a great turnout of around 35-40 people consisting of Members, Early Childhood System 
professionals, Family Members who care for children 8 years old and younger, Early Childhood Experts, Government Agencies, 
preschool and child care administrators, Head Start / Early Head Start representation and other non- profit partners. The participants 
were ready to discuss, review, create and work together to come up with potential new goals and ideas to move forward with our work. 
 
We want to THANK YOU!!! We would like to thank Sunrise Children’s Foundation for hosting our 2-day meeting. We would also like to 
thank The Discovery Source, specifically Mr. Fred Johnson III, for sponsoring lunch for ECAC and all of the participants for both days 
of the retreat! Not only that, he also had sponsored 2 $100 gift cards to give away for raffle prizes! 
 
Join us!  
General ECAC       GENERAL ECAC MEETING SCHEDULE AND INFORMATION 
ECAC Subcommittees  SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULES AND INFORMATION 

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/355578
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/355578
https://ndezoom.zoom.us/j/88978312790?pwd=fFaTxFvRzGWJ0Sd5HZTeRKEJvn3UAx.1
https://bit.ly/nevadaPDGB-5
mailto:kate.pflughoeft@doe.nv.gov
https://nvecac.com/meeting-information/
https://nvecac.com/subcommittees/
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New Member Orientation: New members, Parents, Early Childhood Professionals and Local Community members are encouraged to  
attend. Next orientation date: 12.04.25 /11am-12:30pm, To register, click the link:  NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION REGISTRATION 
    

 
Early Childhood Family Engagement in the B-5 System: 

Name: Nayesdi Badillo, Early Childhood Family Engagement Specialist    Email: nayesdi.badillo@doe.nv.gov     
Summary:  
Need Language Access Help? We’re Here for You! 
Do you work with young children and need help with language services like interpretation or translation? The Nevada Preschool 
Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B–5) can help! We offer free language interpretation (spoken) and translation (written) for 
programs and families working with children ages 0–8. We want to make sure all families have access to important events and 
documents. We offer these services to bridge language gaps and support families across Nevada. 
 
What We Offer: 
• Interpretation during online meetings and events (Zoom only) 
• Translation of written documents such as flyers, forms, and letters 
 
Who Can Receive Our Help? 
To be eligible for these free services, you must: 
•  Live in Nevada AND at least one of the following:  

o Work with or serve children ages 0–8 (birth through 3rd grade) OR 
o Be an  ECAC Admin / Co-Chair needing language services for meetings OR 
o Be part of a pre-approved PDG B–5 activity 

 
To find out more about eligibility, to request language access services, and to help our team better understand your needs and plan 
accordingly, please fill out one or both of our request forms below: 
Interpretation Form: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0195b4f5bf5e7e1a93e09179dab499f7 
Translation Form: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/aa3566dea0dd428f89a90d6b587b4fd3 
To see if you qualify. Contact Nayesdi Badillo at Nayesdi.badillo@doe.nv.gov 

 
 

Early Childhood Workforce 
Name: Jamie Mendez, Early Childhood Workforce Specialist        Email: jamie.mendez@doe.nv.gov 
Summary: 
• Our eligible Early Childhood Workforce providers have begun receiving their Workforce Wellness Stipends to implement 
wellness initiatives in their programs to support them and their staff’s mental health and overall well-being.  
• In September and October 2025, we were able to provide engagement incentives to 842 Families & 15 Early Childhood 
Workforce members. 
  

  
Birth - 3rd Grade  

Name: Dana Preece,   Birth - 3rd Grade Specialist                               Email: dana.preece@doe.nv.gov 
Summary:  
The B-3 Summit met on Oct 25th in Las Vegas. We had over 40 participants, coming from all over the state, to discuss the Framework 
for Planning, Implementing and Evaluation P-3 Approaches and how Nevada is implementing the P-3 work within their schools and 
districts. This work will be used to help shape the B-3 Toolkit/Community Hub website. The P-3 Leadership Academy is continuing with 
strong participation. 

 
 
 
This work was made possible by the Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B-5) Renewal, Grant Number 90TP099, from the Office of Child 
Care, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, awarded to the Nevada Department of Education Office of 
Early Learning and Development. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official view of the United 
States Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. See https://bit.ly/nevadaPDGB-5 for details or contact 
Rachel Stepina at rachel.stepina@doe.nv.gov. 

https://forms.gle/pFsgTL7pYrLv2nnS6
mailto:nayesdi.badillo@doe.nv.gov
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0195b4f5bf5e7e1a93e09179dab499f7
https://nv-my.sharepoint.com/personal/brandi_hearst_doe_nv_gov/Documents/Desktop/ECAC%20Docs%20and%20Info/REPORTING%20INFO/PARTNER%20SUMMARY%20REPORTING/11.%20NOVEMBER%202025/:%20https:/app.smartsheet.com/b/form/aa3566dea0dd428f89a90d6b587b4fd3
mailto:jamie.mendez@doe.nv.gov
https://bit.ly/nevadaPDGB-5
mailto:rachel.stepina@doe.nv.gov


 

4 
NEVADA ECAC PARTNER SUMMARY REPORT    |     NOVEMBER 2025    

 
 

    SECTION 2:   NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES (DHS) 
                           DIVISION OF SUPPORTIVE SERVICES (DSS) 

 
DHS/DSS:  CHILD CARE LICENSING 

November/December 2025 
Name: Edith Farmer, Child Care Licensing Program Manager        Email: efarmer@dwss.nv.gov 
Summary: 
Child Care Licensing currently licenses 642 child care facilities in Nevada. 
 Of those: 
• 391 facilities are overseen by the Southern office 
• 247 facilities are overseen by the Northern office 
• Child Care Licensing is now conducting monitoring visits for the Family, Friend, and Neighbor program in Southern Nevada, 
• with 566 homes. 
• Monitoring visits are also being conducted for ORT/OST before and after school programs, with  
• 361 programs in Southern Nevada /  170 programs in Northern Nevada. 
 
 
  

 DHS:   
DIVISION OF CHILD AND FAMILY  SERVICES (DCFS) 

 
DHS/DCFS:  INFANT AND EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH (IECMH) 

 
 
November/December 2025 
Name: Rhonda Lawrence,  Clinical Program Manager II                 Email: rlawrence@dcfs.nv.gov  
Summary:  
• Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Services at Southern Nevada Child/Adolescent Services in Clark County, and Northern 
Nevada Child/Adolescent Services in Reno continues to provide dyadic (parent/caregiver & child) psychotherapy for children birth 
to 8 years old.  

o While there are several other clinics with clinicians who provide infant/early childhood mental health services in Nevada, 
the Division of Child and Family Services is the only agency with staffing solely devoted to the provision of infant/early 
childhood mental health services utilizing an evidence-based model - Child Parent Psychotherapy. 

• There is a great need in Nevada for more community-based mental health clinics focused specifically on infant/early childhood 
mental health - as a "secondary prevention" service. 

 Clinics that are able to establish a base of experienced clinical reflective supervisors that are better able to implement and 
sustain training in evidence-based practices (Child Parent Psychotherapy and/or Parent Child Interaction Therapy) thus ensuring 
families have the best chance at ameliorating a child's future mental health issues. 
• The Safe Babies NV Project (a U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration funded 5-year Infant/Toddler Court Program 
Expansion grant) has just begun fourth year activities.   

o The Clark County 8th Judicial Court - Hon Judge Gibson residing, began receiving children birth to three and their families 
into its recently established "Safe Babies" court program in summer of 2025.   

• The Washoe County 2nd Judicial Court - Hon Paige Dollinger residing, continues to support children birth to three years and their 
families within its "Safe Babies" court program.   

o The Safe Babies Court Team model was developed through ZERO TO THREE and establishes a child welfare court program 
that centers the developmental/attachment needs of babies and toddlers ages birth to three years.   
o The Safe Babies model promises access to developmental screening/assessment and treatment, quicker time to 
permanency, more likely to reunify with parent, and less likely to return to Child Protective Services.   
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 SECTION 3:               
  PARTNERING AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS 

THE CHILDREN'S CABINET (TCC) HRSA,  
EARLY CHILDHOOD COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEMS (ECCS)  
HEALTH INTEGRATION 

November/December 2025 
Name: Tiffany Olivas, Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Manager 2        Email: tolivas@childrenscabinet.org 
Summary:  
• Representatives from the ECCS team participated in Nevada ECAC Strategic Plan Retreat Oct. 2025. 
• A Nevada ECCS Fact Sheet was created by our federal Technical Assistance provider, check it out:  
Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems - Children's Cabinet 
• The second cohort of the F5N Leadership Academy just completed the second training module on Nevada’s EC Governance 
Structure. Participants trained by Prenatal-to-3 Policy Impact Center, The Kenny Guinn Center for Research and Policy, 
Assemblymember Natha C. Anderson and more! d 
• First 5 Nevada Family Leadership Council to unveil a Companion Guide for Facilitation Rubric.  Parent Leaders provide feedback  
• The First 5 Nevada Website continues to grow with added  services for families accessible through the eligibility portal  
o The F5N Advisory Committee continues to meet monthly to review additions to the eligibility portal.  

• First 5 also continues a rigorous outreach campaign to ensure families know about the  website, Working on common application for 
NV Ready! Pre-K sites.  
• Fiscal Mapping Project (Children’s Funding Project) Final reports have been added to the ECCS page on the Cabinet website, the 
ECAC website, and First 5 Nevada.  
• Denise Tanata provide information sessions for CAA’s Strong Start Coalition in August.  
• Representatives from Children’s Funding Project provided training to Leadership Academy on latest work Oct. 2025. 
• The Executive Summary of Nevada’s Coordinated Intake and Referral System (CIRS) is being shared with key stakeholders.  
• Sustainability Plan for System Building efforts supported by HRSA currently in planning phase. Meeting with South Dakota ECCS Jan 
2026 to discuss sustainability through interviews of ECCS Leadership. 
 

 
ECCS: FIRST 5 NEVADA FAMILY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

 
November/December 2025 
Name: Anna Villatoro, ECCS Family Leadership                      Email: AVillatoro@childrenscabinet.org  
Summary: 
• Three family leaders (Ana, Adriana, Jess) participated in the Nevada ECAC Strategic Planning Retreat. 
• We are pausing family leadership applications 
• We are collaborating with families to co-create a new training calendar for 2026. 
• Nevada families will partner with Florida families for a special meeting focused on family leadership. 
• Hosted the final two Parent Summits of the year in Las Vegas and Reno, Nevada. 
 

NEVADA ASSOCIATION FOR INFANT &  
EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH (NVAIECMH) 

  
November/December 2025 
Name: Jacquelyn Kleinedler, Executive Director                                          Email: jkleinedler@nvaiecmh.org 
Summary:  
The Association is excited to announce we are accepting enrollees for our newly launched Self-Paced Early Learning Lab (SPELL). The 
SPELL includes 3 years of membership, 3 years of Reflective Supervision and Consultation, access to the IECMH Competency 
Guidelines, and support to earn IECMH Endorsement® (all fees paid). With PDG B-5 funding the SPELL is FREE for early intervention 
and early intervention adjacent providers. The cost of the lab is $1925 for all other participants. Contact us at info@nvaiecmh.org to 
learn more and to apply. 

 

mailto:tolivas@childrenscabinet.org
https://www.childrenscabinet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Nevada.pdf
mailto:AVillatoro@childrenscabinet.org
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 THE STRONG START PRENATAL TO THREE (PN-3) COALITION,  
THE PRITZKER CHILDREN’S INITIATIVE (PCI),  
and CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY ALLIANCE (CAA) 

November/December 2025 
Name: Dr. Jamelle Nance, Early Childhood Policy Director         Email: jamelle.nance@caanv.org 
Summary: 

The Children’s Advocacy Alliance (CAA):  
• Currently working to keep partners in the loop as more information becomes available regarding the special session.  
• CAA is in the planning phase for our annual Winter Policy Summit! Stay tuned for more information on the date, time, and content.  
• CAA is recruiting for the next cohort of Child Advocacy Ambassadors to start in January 2026. The Child Advocacy Ambassador 
program brings together parents, caregivers, and other early childhood champions across Nevada who believe in the value of quality 
early childhood experiences for ALL children. 

o  The program aims to empower participants by developing skills to strengthen advocacy efforts to create a collective impact.  
o Participants will have the opportunity to learn about the legislative process, including how bills are made, testifying in front of the   
 legislature, story sharing to influence policy, how to use social media for social good, and  skills for creating real change.  
o The Children Advocacy Alliance recognizes that real change cannot happen without the voices of strong advocates with lived 
experience having a seat at the decision-making table.  

The Strong Start Prenatal to Three Coalition: 
• Will continue meeting quarterly to discuss policy priorities and strategies throughout the interim session to best highlight key 
partnership individuals with lived experience to advocate for policies producing best outcomes for young children and their families.   
• The next Strong Start Prenatal to Three Coalition meeting will be held on November 25, 2025, from 10:00am to 12:00pm. 
 

 
 

NEVADA INSTITUTE FOR CHILDREN'S RESEARCH AND POLICY: NICRP  
RESEARCH AND NEEDS ASSESSMENTS 

November/December 2025 
Name: Amanda Haboush-Deloye, Executive Director        Email: amanda.haboush@unlv.edu 
Name: Smriti Neupane, Research Analyst                               Email: smriti.neupane@unlv.edu 
Summary 
• 58 new resources were added to the tracker since September 1, 2025-2wo examples of reports/strategic plans that were added 
include:    

o Nevada Division of Child and Family Services Data Book 2025 
o Dignity Health: 2025 Community Health Implementation Strategy and Plan 

 If you, or anyone you know, have an updated strategic plan or perhaps looking for a “Needs Assessment” let us know via email, above.  
Check out our new formatting on our Needs Assessment webpage. link:  NEW Formatting on Needs Assessment Webpage 
Send Feedback to either Amanda or Smriti, emails up above. 
 
 

Early Head Start / Head Start 
November / December 2025 
Name: Laura Brown                     Email: lbrown@acelero.net 
Summary: 
• Acelero has not been affected by the government shutdown and is continuing to enroll children who are age and income eligible.  
• We have established a food pantry to support enrolled families in need of food and are open to receiving public donations of 
non-perishable items. We are also informing families of food resources within the community.  
• Our Henderson location is planning a toy drive.  
• We're preparing for our upcoming Professional Development Day, which will provide training to all staff on Health and Safety, 

 
 
 

https://nic.unlv.edu/nvecac-needs-assessment/
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SECTION 4:   
 NEVADA  LOCAL ECACs 

 
CARSON / DOUGLAS ECAC 

 
November/December 2025 
Name: Tiffany Olivas, Chair       Email: tolivas@childrenscabinet.org 
Summary: 
The Carson Douglas ECAC was excited to host "The Ooey Gooey" Lady in Carson City in October! Attendees included local child care 
professionals, Western Nevada College, Carson City Recreation and students enrolled in Carson High School Career & Tech ECE 
Students. Vendors also joined and provided information on First 5 Nevada, Nev. Dept. of Education, and Parks and Rec. 
         

ELKO / NORTHEASTERN NEVADA ECAC 
November/December 2025 
Name: Sarah Carone, Chair                              Email:  SCarone@childrenscabinet.org  
Name: Yosaba Arellano , State Representative                                     Email: yarellano@hsnn.net 
Summary:  
Working on Symposium and finishing up Local ECAC Support funding, ends 12/30.25. 
Next meeting- November 13th  4:00 PM @ Extension Office 
Working on By-Laws for next meeting 
 
 

SOUTHERN NEVADA ECAC (SNECAC) 
November/December 2025 
Name: Dr. Amanda Haboush-Deloye, Organizer        Email: amanda.haboush@unlv.edu  
Name: Smriti Neupane                                                          Email:  smriti.neupane@unlv.edu 
Summary:  
Below is a list of highlights from our most recent meeting on 10/15/25. The minutes and handouts from 2025 are now available! 
https://www.snecac.com/reports/  
Step Up for Kids | October 11th |   9am-12pm |  Pearson Community Center.  
We had a great event with 36 partners and 180 attendees!  
Sofia Schafer was elected as the Youth Mayor of 2026.  
The full summary can be found here: https://www.snecac.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Step-Up-for-Kids-2025-Summary.pdf 
Afterschool & OST Programming: The 2026 Nevada Afterschool Showcase/McKinney Vento & Foster Care Summit will be held at the 
Tuscany Suites Resort Casino in Las Vegas on February 26th and 27th.  The call for proposals is now open and the deadline to submit is 
November 15th.  Invitations to be an exhibitor will be released by the end of October.   
Next SNECAC Meeting: 
Scheduled for January 21, 2026, at 12pm. This meeting will be held in person at Acelero's Lorenze campus. Big thanks to Acelero for 
offering to host the meeting. 

 
 
RURAL NEVADA ECAC 

November/December 2025 
Name:  Michael-Ann Lazzarino, Chief Operating Officer                       Email: michael-ann@communitychestnevada.net 
Summary:   
During the month of October, the Rural Nevada ECAC participated in two family focused community events, one in Mineral County 
and one in Storey County, to promote resource identification and share information about our new ECAC. Both events were well 
attended, and families were excited to engage and hear about our new resource. We have also been working to finalize the Rural 
Nevada ECAC strategic plan. This should be completed in November, and we are very excited for all of the work in front of us. 
 
 
 

mailto:tolivas@childrenscabinet.org
https://www.snecac.com/reports/
https://www.snecac.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Step-Up-for-Kids-2025-Summary.pdf
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SECTION 5:                                                                
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL:      EVENTS - FUNDING - OUTREACH - RESOURCES 
Opportunities for All - Share and Explore Here    

• SNHD Home Visiting: NFP and Early Start Home Visiting – new moms or children under 12mo. Are partnered with someone to 
go to the home to provide education, resources, and support. They have also launched a new fatherhood program this past 
February! They also do screening for developmental milestones.  
Have Questions? Need Information?  Have a family to refer for home visits?  

o Contact Susie at: 702-759-0892 
• The 2026 Nevada Afterschool Showcase/McKinney Vento & Foster Care Summit  
• Tuscany Suites Resort Casino in Las Vegas  | February 26-27, 2026  
• The call for proposals is now open |   Deadline to submit is November 15, 2025.  
• Invitations to be an exhibitor have been released\ 
• Information and Details:  https://www.nevadaafterschool.org/nevada-afterschool-showcase 
NevAEYC Annual Conference  

o April 23-25, 2026,  |   @ The Nugget Resort and Casino , Sparks, Nevada 
o Details:  https://nevaeyc.org/events/state-conference/ 

 

 SECTION 6:       
NEVADA  ECAC   PARTNERS  NOT  LISTED  

 
Below are the Nevada ECAC Partners who were not able to give an update for the November/December 2025 edition of the Nevada ECAC 
Partner Summary Report. We appreciate their partnership and  look forward to hearing all of their accomplishments and planned activities in 
the next edition. 
 

Nevada Department of Education: 
• NDE/OCSS: SPECIAL EDUCATION, INDIAN EDUCATION, GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION (GATE)  
• NDE/OELD: QUALITY RATING IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM (QRIS) 
• NDE: NEVADA READY!PRE-K 
 

Nevada Department of Human Services: 
• DHS/DSS:  CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (CCDP) 
• DHS: IDEA, PART C 
• DHS / ADSD: NEVADA EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES (NEIS) 
• DHS/DPBH:  WOMEN, INFANTS & CHILDREN PROGRAM (WIC  
• DHS/DPBH:  MATERNAL, CHILD & ADOLESCENT HEALTH (MCAH) 
• DHS/DPBH:  ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM 
• DHS/DPBH:  NEVADA STATE IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM 
 

Nevada Department of Administration: 
• NDA: NEVADA STATE LIBRARY, ARCHIVES, AND PUBLIC RECORDS 
 

Nevad ECAC Partnering Agencies and Programs: 
• NEVADA CHILD CARE PROVIDER COMMITTEE (CCPAC)  
• NEVADA ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN (NEVAEYC) 
• PYRAMID MODEL 
 

Nevada Local ECACs: 
• WASHOE COUNTY ECAC 
• LYON-CHURCHILL ECAC 
• TRIBAL ECAC 

https://nevaeyc.org/events/state-conference/
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	  SECTION 1:   NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (NDE)
	 NDE:   
	Office of Early Learning & Development  (OELD)
	NDE/OELD: PRESCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GRANT, BIRTH–5 (PDG B-5)
	November/December 2025
	Name: Rachel Stepina, PDG B-5 Grant Manager        Email: rachel.stepina@doe.nv.gov 
	    Overall PDG B-5 Nevada Renewal Highlights
	The federal Notice of Funding Opportunity for the 2026 PDG B-5 Systems Building Grant award was posted 11/18/25Links to an external site.. The Nevada Department of Education, Office of Early Learning and Development is leading the grant application, due December 1, 2025. 
	Community Idea Exchanges: Save the following dates for listening sessions designed to hear your feedback about priorities for early childhood systems building. *Community feedback is critical, however please keep in mind that not all ideas can move forward. 
	PDG B-5 Systems Building Grant Idea Exchange   |   Zoom Meeting Information  
	Dates: Thursday: 11/20/25 @  6:00-7:30 PM    Saturday: 11/22/25  @ 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM    Monday:  11/24/25 @ 4:30 - 5:30 PM
	                               Link: https://ndezoom.zoom.us/j/88978312790?pwd=fFaTxFvRzGWJ0Sd5HZTeRKEJvn3UAx.1Links to an external site.
	Meeting ID: 889 7831 2790       Passcode: 18363                  For more information, visit PDG B-5 Online at: https://bit.ly/nevadaPDGB-5
	Name: Kate Pflughoeft, Associate PDG B-5  Grant Manager     Email: kate.pflughoeft@doe.nv.gov 
	Summary: 
	Preschool Exploration Packs debuted in Elko and Eureka Counties in October. Funding is in place for kits to be rolled out statewide. 
	 Space to Process: A  journal for parents with children with special needs (by Sarah Spear), received in English and Spanish and will be distributed through Nevada Early Intervention Services. This journal partners with the Student Success Plan released in September.
	NEW! Nevada COMPASS- A mobile app used to assist families experiencing homelessness connected with McKinney Vento liaisons to ensure school enrollment and locate service providers in their area. The build of the app, funded through PDG B-5 funds, will be finished in December for a soft launch before the end of the year. 
	Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council (Nevada ECAC)

	Name: Sabrina Jones, ECAC Systems Specialist                    Email: sabrina.jones@doe.nv.gov
	Name: Brandi Hearst, ECAC Administrative Coordinator    Email: brandi.hearst@doe.nv.gov 
	Summary: 
	The Nevada Ecac is preparing for transitions as we move towards creating  new goals with new strategic plans. We are also still looking for funding to support our efforts within the communities statewide with 2 full-time employees who keep us on task, organized and efficient so we can best meet the needs of families and children who call Nevada home.
	Strategic Planning Retreat: The Retreat had a great turnout of around 35-40 people consisting of Members, Early Childhood System professionals, Family Members who care for children 8 years old and younger, Early Childhood Experts, Government Agencies, preschool and child care administrators, Head Start / Early Head Start representation and other non- profit partners. The participants were ready to discuss, review, create and work together to come up with potential new goals and ideas to move forward with our work.
	We want to THANK YOU!!! We would like to thank Sunrise Children’s Foundation for hosting our 2-day meeting. We would also like to thank The Discovery Source, specifically Mr. Fred Johnson III, for sponsoring lunch for ECAC and all of the participants for both days of the retreat! Not only that, he also had sponsored 2 $100 gift cards to give away for raffle prizes!
	Join us! 
	General ECAC       GENERAL ECAC MEETING SCHEDULE AND INFORMATION
	ECAC Subcommittees  SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULES AND INFORMATION
	New Member Orientation: New members, Parents, Early Childhood Professionals and Local Community members are encouraged to  attend. Next orientation date: 12.04.25 /11am-12:30pm, To register, click the link:  NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION REGISTRATION
	Early Childhood Family Engagement in the B-5 System:

	Name: Nayesdi Badillo, Early Childhood Family Engagement Specialist    Email: nayesdi.badillo@doe.nv.gov    
	Summary: 
	Need Language Access Help? We’re Here for You!
	Do you work with young children and need help with language services like interpretation or translation? The Nevada Preschool
	Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B–5) can help! We offer free language interpretation (spoken) and translation (written) for
	programs and families working with children ages 0–8. We want to make sure all families have access to important events and documents. We offer these services to bridge language gaps and support families across Nevada.
	What We Offer:
	 Interpretation during online meetings and events (Zoom only)
	 Translation of written documents such as flyers, forms, and letters
	Who Can Receive Our Help?
	To be eligible for these free services, you must:
	  Live in Nevada AND at least one of the following: 
	o Work with or serve children ages 0–8 (birth through 3rd grade) OR
	o Be an  ECAC Admin / Co-Chair needing language services for meetings OR
	o Be part of a pre-approved PDG B–5 activity
	To find out more about eligibility, to request language access services, and to help our team better understand your needs and plan
	accordingly, please fill out one or both of our request forms below:
	Interpretation Form: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0195b4f5bf5e7e1a93e09179dab499f7
	Translation Form: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/aa3566dea0dd428f89a90d6b587b4fd3
	To see if you qualify. Contact Nayesdi Badillo at Nayesdi.badillo@doe.nv.gov
	Early Childhood Workforce

	Name: Jamie Mendez, Early Childhood Workforce Specialist        Email: jamie.mendez@doe.nv.gov
	Summary:
	• Our eligible Early Childhood Workforce providers have begun receiving their Workforce Wellness Stipends to implement wellness initiatives in their programs to support them and their staff’s mental health and overall well-being. 
	• In September and October 2025, we were able to provide engagement incentives to 842 Families & 15 Early Childhood Workforce members.
	 
	Birth - 3rd Grade 

	Name: Dana Preece,   Birth - 3rd Grade Specialist                               Email: dana.preece@doe.nv.gov
	Summary: 
	The B-3 Summit met on Oct 25th in Las Vegas. We had over 40 participants, coming from all over the state, to discuss the Framework for Planning, Implementing and Evaluation P-3 Approaches and how Nevada is implementing the P-3 work within their schools and districts. This work will be used to help shape the B-3 Toolkit/Community Hub website. The P-3 Leadership Academy is continuing with strong participation.
	This work was made possible by the Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B-5) Renewal, Grant Number 90TP099, from the Office of Child Care, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, awarded to the Nevada Department of Education Office of Early Learning and Development. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official view of the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. See https://bit.ly/nevadaPDGB-5 for details or contact
	Rachel Stepina at rachel.stepina@doe.nv.gov.
	    SECTION 2:   NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES (DHS)
	                           DIVISION OF SUPPORTIVE SERVICES (DSS)
	DHS/DSS:  CHILD CARE LICENSING
	November/December 2025
	Name: Edith Farmer, Child Care Licensing Program Manager        Email: efarmer@dwss.nv.gov
	Summary:
	Child Care Licensing currently licenses 642 child care facilities in Nevada.
	 Of those:
	 391 facilities are overseen by the Southern office
	 247 facilities are overseen by the Northern office
	 Child Care Licensing is now conducting monitoring visits for the Family, Friend, and Neighbor program in Southern Nevada,
	 with 566 homes.
	 Monitoring visits are also being conducted for ORT/OST before and after school programs, with 
	 361 programs in Southern Nevada /  170 programs in Northern Nevada.
	 DHS:  
	DIVISION OF CHILD AND FAMILY  SERVICES (DCFS)
	DHS/DCFS:  INFANT AND EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH (IECMH)
	November/December 2025
	Name: Rhonda Lawrence,  Clinical Program Manager II                 Email: rlawrence@dcfs.nv.gov 
	Summary: 
	• Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Services at Southern Nevada Child/Adolescent Services in Clark County, and Northern Nevada Child/Adolescent Services in Reno continues to provide dyadic (parent/caregiver & child) psychotherapy for children birth to 8 years old. 
	o While there are several other clinics with clinicians who provide infant/early childhood mental health services in Nevada, the Division of Child and Family Services is the only agency with staffing solely devoted to the provision of infant/early childhood mental health services utilizing an evidence-based model - Child Parent Psychotherapy.
	• There is a great need in Nevada for more community-based mental health clinics focused specifically on infant/early childhood mental health - as a "secondary prevention" service.
	 Clinics that are able to establish a base of experienced clinical reflective supervisors that are better able to implement and sustain training in evidence-based practices (Child Parent Psychotherapy and/or Parent Child Interaction Therapy) thus ensuring families have the best chance at ameliorating a child's future mental health issues.
	• The Safe Babies NV Project (a U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration funded 5-year Infant/Toddler Court Program Expansion grant) has just begun fourth year activities.  
	o The Clark County 8th Judicial Court - Hon Judge Gibson residing, began receiving children birth to three and their families into its recently established "Safe Babies" court program in summer of 2025.  
	• The Washoe County 2nd Judicial Court - Hon Paige Dollinger residing, continues to support children birth to three years and their families within its "Safe Babies" court program.  
	o The Safe Babies Court Team model was developed through ZERO TO THREE and establishes a child welfare court program that centers the developmental/attachment needs of babies and toddlers ages birth to three years.  
	o The Safe Babies model promises access to developmental screening/assessment and treatment, quicker time to permanency, more likely to reunify with parent, and less likely to return to Child Protective Services.  
	 SECTION 3:              
	  PARTNERING AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS
	THE CHILDREN'S CABINET (TCC) HRSA, 
	EARLY CHILDHOOD COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEMS (ECCS) 
	HEALTH INTEGRATION
	November/December 2025
	Name: Tiffany Olivas, Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Manager 2        Email: tolivas@childrenscabinet.org
	Summary: 
	 Representatives from the ECCS team participated in Nevada ECAC Strategic Plan Retreat Oct. 2025.
	 A Nevada ECCS Fact Sheet was created by our federal Technical Assistance provider, check it out: 
	Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems - Children's Cabinet
	 The second cohort of the F5N Leadership Academy just completed the second training module on Nevada’s EC Governance Structure. Participants trained by Prenatal-to-3 Policy Impact Center, The Kenny Guinn Center for Research and Policy, Assemblymember Natha C. Anderson and more! d
	 First 5 Nevada Family Leadership Council to unveil a Companion Guide for Facilitation Rubric.  Parent Leaders provide feedback 
	 The First 5 Nevada Website continues to grow with added  services for families accessible through the eligibility portal 
	o The F5N Advisory Committee continues to meet monthly to review additions to the eligibility portal. 
	 First 5 also continues a rigorous outreach campaign to ensure families know about the  website, Working on common application for NV Ready! Pre-K sites. 
	 Fiscal Mapping Project (Children’s Funding Project) Final reports have been added to the ECCS page on the Cabinet website, the ECAC website, and First 5 Nevada. 
	 Denise Tanata provide information sessions for CAA’s Strong Start Coalition in August. 
	 Representatives from Children’s Funding Project provided training to Leadership Academy on latest work Oct. 2025.
	 The Executive Summary of Nevada’s Coordinated Intake and Referral System (CIRS) is being shared with key stakeholders. 
	 Sustainability Plan for System Building efforts supported by HRSA currently in planning phase. Meeting with South Dakota ECCS Jan 2026 to discuss sustainability through interviews of ECCS Leadership.
	ECCS: FIRST 5 NEVADA FAMILY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
	November/December 2025
	Name: Anna Villatoro, ECCS Family Leadership                      Email: AVillatoro@childrenscabinet.org 
	Summary:
	 Three family leaders (Ana, Adriana, Jess) participated in the Nevada ECAC Strategic Planning Retreat.
	 We are pausing family leadership applications
	 We are collaborating with families to co-create a new training calendar for 2026.
	 Nevada families will partner with Florida families for a special meeting focused on family leadership.
	Hosted the final two Parent Summits of the year in Las Vegas and Reno, Nevada.
	NEVADA ASSOCIATION FOR INFANT & 
	EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH (NVAIECMH)
	November/December 2025
	Name: Jacquelyn Kleinedler, Executive Director                                          Email: jkleinedler@nvaiecmh.org
	Summary: 
	The Association is excited to announce we are accepting enrollees for our newly launched Self-Paced Early Learning Lab (SPELL). The SPELL includes 3 years of membership, 3 years of Reflective Supervision and Consultation, access to the IECMH Competency Guidelines, and support to earn IECMH Endorsement® (all fees paid). With PDG B-5 funding the SPELL is FREE for early intervention and early intervention adjacent providers. The cost of the lab is $1925 for all other participants. Contact us at info@nvaiecmh.org to learn more and to apply.
	 THE STRONG START PRENATAL TO THREE (PN-3) COALITION, 
	THE PRITZKER CHILDREN’S INITIATIVE (PCI), 
	and CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY ALLIANCE (CAA)
	November/December 2025
	Name: Dr. Jamelle Nance, Early Childhood Policy Director         Email: jamelle.nance@caanv.org
	Summary:
	The Children’s Advocacy Alliance (CAA): 
	 Currently working to keep partners in the loop as more information becomes available regarding the special session. 
	 CAA is in the planning phase for our annual Winter Policy Summit! Stay tuned for more information on the date, time, and content. 
	 CAA is recruiting for the next cohort of Child Advocacy Ambassadors to start in January 2026. The Child Advocacy Ambassador program brings together parents, caregivers, and other early childhood champions across Nevada who believe in the value of quality early childhood experiences for ALL children.
	o  The program aims to empower participants by developing skills to strengthen advocacy efforts to create a collective impact. 
	o Participants will have the opportunity to learn about the legislative process, including how bills are made, testifying in front of the  
	 legislature, story sharing to influence policy, how to use social media for social good, and  skills for creating real change. 
	o The Children Advocacy Alliance recognizes that real change cannot happen without the voices of strong advocates with lived experience having a seat at the decision-making table. 
	The Strong Start Prenatal to Three Coalition:
	 Will continue meeting quarterly to discuss policy priorities and strategies throughout the interim session to best highlight key partnership individuals with lived experience to advocate for policies producing best outcomes for young children and their families.  
	 The next Strong Start Prenatal to Three Coalition meeting will be held on November 25, 2025, from 10:00am to 12:00pm.
	NEVADA INSTITUTE FOR CHILDREN'S RESEARCH AND POLICY: NICRP 
	RESEARCH AND NEEDS ASSESSMENTS
	November/December 2025
	Name: Amanda Haboush-Deloye, Executive Director        Email: amanda.haboush@unlv.edu
	Name: Smriti Neupane, Research Analyst                               Email: smriti.neupane@unlv.edu
	Summary
	 58 new resources were added to the tracker since September 1, 2025-2wo examples of reports/strategic plans that were added include:   
	o Nevada Division of Child and Family Services Data Book 2025
	o Dignity Health: 2025 Community Health Implementation Strategy and Plan
	 If you, or anyone you know, have an updated strategic plan or perhaps looking for a “Needs Assessment” let us know via email, above. 
	Check out our new formatting on our Needs Assessment webpage. link:  NEW Formatting on Needs Assessment Webpage
	Send Feedback to either Amanda or Smriti, emails up above.
	Early Head Start / Head Start
	November / December 2025
	Name: Laura Brown                     Email: lbrown@acelero.net
	Summary:
	• Acelero has not been affected by the government shutdown and is continuing to enroll children who are age and income eligible. 
	• We have established a food pantry to support enrolled families in need of food and are open to receiving public donations of non-perishable items. We are also informing families of food resources within the community. 
	• Our Henderson location is planning a toy drive. 
	• We're preparing for our upcoming Professional Development Day, which will provide training to all staff on Health and Safety,
	SECTION 4:  
	 NEVADA  LOCAL ECACs
	CARSON / DOUGLAS ECAC
	November/December 2025
	Name: Tiffany Olivas, Chair       Email: tolivas@childrenscabinet.org
	Summary:
	The Carson Douglas ECAC was excited to host "The Ooey Gooey" Lady in Carson City in October! Attendees included local child care professionals, Western Nevada College, Carson City Recreation and students enrolled in Carson High School Career & Tech ECE Students. Vendors also joined and provided information on First 5 Nevada, Nev. Dept. of Education, and Parks and Rec.
	ELKO / NORTHEASTERN NEVADA ECAC
	November/December 2025
	Name: Sarah Carone, Chair                              Email:  SCarone@childrenscabinet.org 
	Name: Yosaba Arellano , State Representative                                     Email: yarellano@hsnn.net
	Summary: 
	Working on Symposium and finishing up Local ECAC Support funding, ends 12/30.25.
	Next meeting- November 13th  4:00 PM @ Extension Office
	Working on By-Laws for next meeting
	SOUTHERN NEVADA ECAC (SNECAC)
	November/December 2025
	Name: Dr. Amanda Haboush-Deloye, Organizer        Email: amanda.haboush@unlv.edu 
	Name: Smriti Neupane                                                          Email:  smriti.neupane@unlv.edu
	Summary: 
	Below is a list of highlights from our most recent meeting on 10/15/25. The minutes and handouts from 2025 are now available! https://www.snecac.com/reports/ 
	Step Up for Kids | October 11th |   9am-12pm |  Pearson Community Center. 
	We had a great event with 36 partners and 180 attendees! 
	Sofia Schafer was elected as the Youth Mayor of 2026. 
	The full summary can be found here: https://www.snecac.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Step-Up-for-Kids-2025-Summary.pdf
	Afterschool & OST Programming: The 2026 Nevada Afterschool Showcase/McKinney Vento & Foster Care Summit will be held at the Tuscany Suites Resort Casino in Las Vegas on February 26th and 27th.  The call for proposals is now open and the deadline to submit is November 15th.  Invitations to be an exhibitor will be released by the end of October.  
	Next SNECAC Meeting:
	Scheduled for January 21, 2026, at 12pm. This meeting will be held in person at Acelero's Lorenze campus. Big thanks to Acelero for offering to host the meeting.
	RURAL NEVADA ECAC
	November/December 2025
	Name:  Michael-Ann Lazzarino, Chief Operating Officer                       Email: michael-ann@communitychestnevada.net
	Summary:  
	During the month of October, the Rural Nevada ECAC participated in two family focused community events, one in Mineral County and one in Storey County, to promote resource identification and share information about our new ECAC. Both events were well attended, and families were excited to engage and hear about our new resource. We have also been working to finalize the Rural Nevada ECAC strategic plan. This should be completed in November, and we are very excited for all of the work in front of us.
	SECTION 5:                                                               
	OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL:      EVENTS - FUNDING - OUTREACH - RESOURCES
	Opportunities for All - Share and Explore Here   
	• SNHD Home Visiting: NFP and Early Start Home Visiting – new moms or children under 12mo. Are partnered with someone to go to the home to provide education, resources, and support. They have also launched a new fatherhood program this past February! They also do screening for developmental milestones. 
	Have Questions? Need Information?  Have a family to refer for home visits? 
	o Contact Susie at: 702-759-0892
	• The 2026 Nevada Afterschool Showcase/McKinney Vento & Foster Care Summit 
	• Tuscany Suites Resort Casino in Las Vegas  | February 26-27, 2026 
	• The call for proposals is now open |   Deadline to submit is November 15, 2025. 
	• Invitations to be an exhibitor have been released\
	• Information and Details:  https://www.nevadaafterschool.org/nevada-afterschool-showcase
	NevAEYC Annual Conference 
	o April 23-25, 2026,  |   @ The Nugget Resort and Casino , Sparks, Nevada
	o Details:  https://nevaeyc.org/events/state-conference/
	 SECTION 6:      
	NEVADA  ECAC   PARTNERS  NOT  LISTED 
	Below are the Nevada ECAC Partners who were not able to give an update for the November/December 2025 edition of the Nevada ECAC Partner Summary Report. We appreciate their partnership and  look forward to hearing all of their accomplishments and planned activities in the next edition.
	Nevada Department of Education:
	• NDE/OCSS: SPECIAL EDUCATION, INDIAN EDUCATION, GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION (GATE) 
	• NDE/OELD: QUALITY RATING IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM (QRIS)
	• NDE: NEVADA READY!PRE-K
	Nevada Department of Human Services:
	• DHS/DSS:  CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (CCDP)
	• DHS: IDEA, PART C
	• DHS / ADSD: NEVADA EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES (NEIS)
	• DHS/DPBH:  WOMEN, INFANTS & CHILDREN PROGRAM (WIC 
	• DHS/DPBH:  MATERNAL, CHILD & ADOLESCENT HEALTH (MCAH)
	• DHS/DPBH:  ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM
	• DHS/DPBH:  NEVADA STATE IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM
	Nevada Department of Administration:
	• NDA: NEVADA STATE LIBRARY, ARCHIVES, AND PUBLIC RECORDS
	Nevad ECAC Partnering Agencies and Programs:
	• NEVADA CHILD CARE PROVIDER COMMITTEE (CCPAC) 
	• NEVADA ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN (NEVAEYC)
	• PYRAMID MODEL
	Nevada Local ECACs:
	• WASHOE COUNTY ECAC
	• LYON-CHURCHILL ECAC
	• TRIBAL ECAC
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